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ABSTRACT
Considering concerns about oil depletion, new non-petroleum-based materials are needed as alternatives
to synthetic fibers for clothing. The objective of this research is to extract fibers for clothing from discarded
parts of plants. By fermenting(retting) plants such as kudzu and Fuji(wisteria), bast fibers were
successfully extracted. Yarn and fabric were also made from the fibers. However, the qualities of the fibers
were not as good as those of synthetic fibers. Further research is needed to improve the fiber quality and
to clarify the mechanism of the fermentation process.
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