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MAD COW DISEASE AND PRUSINER

Hello everyone.
Do you like Gyudon? 1 like Gyudon very much. (Pointing at Picture 1: 4-}-0>'5.5)

The importation of American beef stopped last year.

Mad Cow Disease, “kyogyubyo” in Japanese, is the cause of this stop to the American beef importation.
Mad Cow Disease is a mysterious disease. A cow’s brain becomes like a sponge, and finally the cow
dies.

The cause of this disease is what is called prion. Prion is a kind of protein, “tanpakushitu” in Japanese,
and humans and animals have it in their body. It is usually harmless, but if its constitution changes,

it can be a cause of brain troubles.

This is a normal prion and this is an abnormal prion. (Pointing at Picture 2: 7'V 4> DHH)
The differences of these two are so difficult that I can’t explain.

Stanley B Prusiner contributed a lot to these studies, and received the Novel Prize. (Pointing at Picure
3: S.B. Prusiner "’5-E)

A lot of studies have been done, but prion still has many mysteries. Recently, the Texas University is
studying about blood examination of prion. They say Mad Cow Disease will be able to be found by

blood examination in the future.

Thank you for listening.
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