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Many years ago, a *priest who returned from a foreign country told a story about an *honest old man and

a *wise king. This is the story:

In a small town, there was an honest old man who had a small restaurant. He was not rich, but he enjoyed
his simple life. People in the town knew the old man never told *lies.

One night, when he was cleaning his restaurant, he found a small bag on the floor. “What is this?” the man
thought and opened it. There were *bars of gold in the bag. He was so surprised that he closed it *immediately.
“ (1) this bag? The young man who has just left here? I’'m sure he is looking for this, but who is
he?” He took the bag to the king of the town because he didn’t know what to do.

When the old man came to the king with the bag, a young *merchant was talking to the king. The young
merchant was the *owner of the bag. He said to the king, “If anyone brings my gold back to me, I will give
the person a lot — three bars of gold!” Then the young merchant saw the bag in the arms of the old man and
cried, “That’s my bag!” The old man (2) why he came to the king. The king said to the old man, “I
see. I’m very happy because such an honest man lives in my town.” Then he asked the young merchant, “Is
this your bag?” “Yes, itis! Itis!” answered the merchant. The king said to the young merchant, “You will give
this old man three bars of gold to thank him, won’t you?” The young merchant thought *for a moment and said,
“Yes, I will give him a lot — if he is honest, and if nothing has happened to my bars of gold.” The merchant

(3
continued, “There were seven bars of gold in my bag,” but that was not true.

The king opened the bag and there were only six bars in it. He asked the old man, “You found this bag
and then came here immediately, didn’t you? How many bars were there when you found this?” “I don’t know.
I just opened the bag and closed it immediately,” the old man answered. The king said to the old man, “This
young merchant says he put seven bars in this bag. Did you take one of these bars?” The old man shouted,

122

“No! No! TIam nottelling alie! Ididn’ttouch anything in the bag
(4)

The old man was very surprised and

afraid.

Then the young merchant smiled a little and said, “Losing one bar is no problem for me. I was not careful.
King, I want my bag back now.” The king *noticed the smile and thought for some time. “You put seven bars
in your bag, merchant.” “Sure, I did,” said the merchant. The king said nothing for a moment. The young
merchant and the old man waited for the king to speak. The king said at last, “Listen, everyone in this town
knows this old man is honest. I can’t believe he told a lie. And then, merchant, are you honest, too?” The
young merchant said, “Of course, I am an honest man.” The king said to the young merchant, “Strange! You

put seven bars in your bag and there are only six bars in this bag now... Oh, [ understand. This bag is not yours.



Your bag with seven bars is still somewhere in the town.” “That bag is mine!” cried the merchant. The king
said to the merchant, “No, this is not yours you put seven bars in your bag. Go and look for yours.
I will keep this bag for a few days. If its real owner doesn’t appear, everything will go to this old man.” The
young merchant could only say, “But, but...” A few days later, the king gave the bag with bars to

the old man. All the people in the town heard this story and they were very proud of their wise king.

The priest said, “I don't know how the king found the merchants lie, but people in that country love this

story very much and they pass this story from parent to child. I'm sure they love *honesty, and they often say

that honesty
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He wanted to find that there were still seven bars of gold in the bag.
He thought that the king would take three bars of gold.

He was not sure that the bag with bars of gold was his.

H G A N

He didn’t want to give any bars of gold to the old man.
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I knew that there were six bars in the bag.
I found the bag and brought it here immediately.

I took one of the gold bars.

H G A N

I didn’t open the bag.
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The young merchant thanked the old man and he gave one bar of gold to the old man.

The old man and the young merchant knew each other for a long time.
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rJ  The young merchant tried to get all the bars back, but he lost everything.

I The king was happy because both the old man and the young merchant were honest.
+

The king was respected because he made a wonderful answer about the owner of the bag.
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The sea is very large. We cannot see the end of the sea from a beach. Then, can we keep catching fish
from the sea in the future? My answer is “No.”

Today, many *fishermen say that the *amount of fish in the sea has gone down. We still catch a lot of fish,
but ships have to go far to catch enough fish. They did not go so far before. There are many opinions about its
*causes —*global warming, *pollution of the sea and so on. Catching too much fish is one of these opinions.
Some people say, “ This has happened because we have caught too much fish. We should have *control over

(1)
the amount of fish we catch.”

These days, the amount of fish one person eats has gone up in many countries. A lot of people say that
fish is a *healthy and delicious food. Look at *Figure 1. This shows the *average amount of fish eaten by

one person in China, the EU countries, Korea, Japan, the U.S.A. and the world average. In every country in

this figure, the amount of fish eaten by one person is more in 2002 than in 1961. | (2) \

Koreans began to eat more and more fish after 1970. The amount jumped after 1970, and only Japanese ate
more fish than Koreans until 2002. Around 1985, Chinese began to eat more fish than they did before. The
change was very fast. In 2002, Chinese ate about 500% of the amount in 1961. It was almost as much as the
EU countries, but still Japanese ate more fish than people in other countries. In 2002, Japanese ate about 400%

of the world average.
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To talk about the amount of fish we catch, we have to think about one more thing. The number of people
has become larger in many countries and more people eat fish. Some scientists say, “The amount of fish caught
in the world has gone up 500% in 50 years, but in some parts of the sea, we cannot catch as much as before.
*In fact, now, in *the northwest part of the Atlantic Ocean, we cannot catch even half of the *peak. In *the
South Pole area, we catch only 17% of the peak.”  About its cause, they say,” We are catching too much fish.”

(3)
Then, how about Japan? Look at Figure 2. This shows the *total amount of fish eaten by people in China,

Japan, the U.S.A. and the world in 1962, 1982 and 2002. In 1962, Japan ate the largest amount of fish among
these countries. In 2002, Japan ate more than 174% of the amount it ate in 1962. In the same year, China ate
about 986% of the amount it ate in1962. Now China eats the largest amount of fish, but still Japan eats a large

amount of fish. I think Japan should do something to the control of the amount of fish in the sea.
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problem.

The fish that we usually eat are a gift of nature. Humans have eaten fish for a long time. We didn’t catch
too much fish, (4) . For example, the number of people on the earth is going up every year. We

need more food than before, so we must think *deeply about the sea, and our future.
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: because we have caught too much fish.

7  There is a smaller amount of fish than before
4 More ships go to the sea to catch fish than before
) The earth has become warmer and warmer
I We eat a smaller amount of fish than before
(F2) | (2) | 1213 Figure 1 5 55 A BN D EHMAS A D, b YR30,
RDDBETIHEND,

7 The average amount of fish one person in the EU countries ate was always smaller than that in
Korea.

4 The average amount of fish one person in the world ate never went down after 1961.

) The amount of fish one person in the U.S.A. ate was always more than the world average, but
smaller than that in the EU countries.

I In 2000, one person in the U.S.A. ate only 30% of the amount of fish which one Korean ate.

(] 3) About its cause, they say,” We are catching too much fish.” & H B0, ZONERDLDIICEEE
(3)
eI, | OHIZ, TOENZEANDDHEVA,

When people ask,*

” the scientists say, “We are catching too much

fish.”

7  Why has the number of fishermen become larger in the South Pole area?
4 Why is the amount of fish caught in every part of the sea going down?
r)  Why is the number of people going up in the world?
I

Why has the amount of fish people catch become smaller in some areas?
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and we still have the same problem
but many things are different now

because our way of fishing used to be poor

H & A N

so there were fewer people in the world than today

(6] EFEOEZEAL-HTIHDIIEND,

7  We will not have any problems about fishing if Japanese shops and supermarkets sell only the fish
with a Marine Eco-Label Japan.

4 Countries catching a lot of fish should sell as much fish as they can to other countries which need
more fish.

2 To keep catching fish for food in the future, we will have to stop catching as much fish as we like.

I The amount of fish people in the world catch is going up too fast, so people should eat other kinds

of healthy food.
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Natalie: What are you looking at?

Carrie: 1 am looking at pictures of Yakushima. (1) Yakushima?

Natalie: No, | have never been there.

Carrie:  Look at this map. This is Yakushima. It is in the south of Japan. I visited the island two years ago.

Natalie: (2) get to Yakushima from Tokyo?

Carrie: It takes about three hours by plane.

Natalie: s there anything interesting there?

Carrie: 1f we go to a mountain there, we can see a very big old tree called Jomon Sugi. It is said that the tree
is 7,200 years old. We have to walk for about six hours to get to Jomon Sugi.

Natalie: What can we do at the sea?

Carrie: There are a lot of things to do there — swimming, fishing and so on. We need to be careful there —
it (3) alone in the sea. Here is a book about Yakushima. Would you like to read this?

Natalie: Yes, show it to me.

A few minutes later

Carrie:  Did you find anything interesting?

Natalie: Yes, many things! For example,

Carrie, let’s go to Yakushima!
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