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George was a student in Clear Lake Junior High School. He was a member of the school
baskethall team. It was a good team. They had thirty-six games in the last season and won
thirty. They practiced very hard with Mr. Thorndike. He was a good *coach and George liked
him. George joined the team because he liked basketball more than any other sport. Both his
father and his brother played in Clear Lake, toc, and they often talked about basketball at home.
Basketball was a E)j of his family life.

George liked basketball but there was one problem. His father and brother were very good
players but he was not. He practiced harder and longer than any other member, but he couldn't
run fast or *shoot well. Other members did everything faster and better than he did. He could
never *be on the starting line-up. "I like basketball so much, but does the team need me?" he
sometimes thought. But when a game started, he always shouted, "Go, Clear Lake! Go! Go!"
He shouted in the loudest *voice in the gym.

One afternoon, he went to the coach. "Mr. Thorndike, I like basketball. I want to continue
it, but I don't think the team needs me. jDo you think I should start another sport?" Without

(2
saying yes or no, Mr. Thorndike told him an interesting story from China.

A long time ago there were an old man and two *leather bags in a mourtain village in China. Their
Job was carrying water from a river far away from the village. The old man put the bags on *both ends of
a pole and walked up and down the mountain *road. When they got to the village, one of the bags
always had only half of the water. Water *leaked from the bag. The bag said to the old man, "f M
guod for this job. The other bag can carry all the water to the village, but I can't. Maybe I should carry
some other things, like rice or seeds." The old man said, "l know how you feel, but you do not know
what you are doing. When I walk to the village, I always carry you on the same side. Bo you know why?
Look at the side of the road tomorrow when you come with me. You'll see pretty flowers along the road
only on your side. I *planted some flower seeds and they grew with your water. I enjoy looking at them."

George tried to understand what Mr. Thorndike wanted to say in this story. He thought,

"Am I doing anything good for other people? Do I give them water? t I don't see any flowers
51

around me."

One week later, just before a big game started, the *captain of the team walked to George
and said, "I heard you were not feeling happy. There is one very important thing that you don't
know, George. We all need you. I know you alwayé come to practice early. We all feel we

should do that, too. And Ilike your *cheering. When you are not playing, you always shout in

nz._



the loudest voice. The players can try harder when they hear your voice. You are a very

important member. I can never imagine playing | (6 ] you. Let's go! The game starts in
a minute!"

George smiled, and together they went to the game.
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Mr. Thorndike doesn't like me. It will be betterto find another good coach in another sport.
My father and brother played basketball, too. So it is a good idea to play a different sport.
I practice basketball hard. I like practicing, so I will also practice hard in another sport.

H & A N

1 should give up basketball if I'm not a good player. It is not the sport for me.

(733 _I'm not good for this job. & & 57, ZOIUZRDLS ICHEE RO &,
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I'm not good for this job because l:_ 1.

7 1 always lose some of the water

4 I'm not good at carrying seeds

™y I'm not afraid of carrying water with you
I

I can't give water to flowers at the side of the road
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you do not know that |_

you are not doing anything
you can do only half of the job

you cannot do as much as the other bag

H J A ¥

you are doing a fine job

(f§ 5 ]{5)1 don't see any flowers around me. & %525, ZOHD flowers 7L XA THHHLDOELT
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words which I used in cheering
games which were exciting to me

players who became happy because of me

H O3 A N

members who were kind to me
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Today I am very happy to know that our team needs me. Thank you, Captain. Now I

understand what Mr. Thorndike wanted to say in that Chinese story. He wanted to say,

"All people K
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Paper has a long *history. It was invented about 2,000 years ago in China. It was made for
the first time in Japan about 1,400 years ago, but it was used only by a few people for a long time.
In *the Edo period, more and more paper was
o Figure 1
made. People got paper more easily than before, I

| “ @ 1 . For example, in pictures

in the Edo period, we can find a lot of people reading
books or letters. Some books say, "The *rate of
Japanese people who were able to read and write was
the highest in the world in those days."

At that time paper was often used TT .
When children practiced writing, they often wrote on *a

piece of paper, first in a very light black, and then in a

darker black. They wrote on the same piece of paper B . _
until the paper was all black (*Figure 1). Finally it FOEBETEFEL

was given to people who collected used paper. These MuRR TEEKH BRN *1 k)
people collected used paper and *recycled it. Japan already had a history of recycling paper! In
the history of making paper, there was - great change in the 19th century. Until then, paper
was made from old *cloth in Europe and America, and from some kinds of plants in Japan.
During the 19th *century the way of making paper from *wood was invented, and this made
paper very *cheap. Books and newspapers went to the hands of everyone. Today, a lot of things

are carried in a paper box. School textbooks and notebooks *are made of paper. We can say

Figure 2 paper is used everywhere in our lives.
2007515‘#&%?%1{1‘!:101: = . Then, how much paper is used in the world today?
EMHHEREER-AHLVHES ] ‘

[ FRsEE | @R_ABEY Look at Figure 2. It shows the top 10 countries which
B (Fr2) | WARR Gg used a lot of paper in 2007. The countries which used
FAUAUSA) 87, 496 288 .
)5 the most were the U.S.A. and China, and each of them
& (China) 72,900 54
B & (Japan) 31, 255 245 used more than 200% of any other country. In seven
K v (Germany)| 21,088 258 countries, the *amount of paper used by one person
! K. . 189 .
AXI AW 12,157 was more than 140kg. In four countries among the
A 2 1) 7 (ltaly) 11,894 204
8 (Korea) 8 977 182 seven countries, it was more than 200kg. This means
1 v F(india) 8, 888 ! that one person used more than 500g of paper every
L 43 .
27 (France) 8,754 ! day. In the other three countries, the amount of
75 UL (Brazil) 8. 091 42 (4

(TEE - & - /UL THE 08/09] &Y #ER)  Paper one person used in 2007 was smaller than 60kg.



One Chinese person used | (5)-1 | of one person in the United States, but Chinese people
are using more and more paper. Look at Figure 3. The amount is going up. In 2007 China
used W of the amount in 2001. Some people say, "If the amount of paper used by one
Chinese person becomes as much as the amount in the U.S.A. or Japan, we will use too much

wood and too many trees."
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The world has already begun to take some actions. Recycling is one of them. [ 7 ] Now,
about 50% of paper is recycled in the world. Many countries are trying hard to recycle
more. [ A ] Forexample, in Japan, 57.7% of the used paper was recycled in 2000, and the
rate became 73.7% in 2007. In the same year, the rate in Korea was 89.1%! [ % ] In
2008, 60.6% of the wood used for paper was made from trees *planted by humans. [ I ] *By
that year, Japanese *paper companies planted trees in 6,470 km® of land in Japan and foreign

countries. This is as large as Tochigi-ken.

Paper has made our life better and easier, | G | . You know some

examples of this. Some people still throw away books and paper boxes that they can recycle. A
lot of *toilet paper is made from wood, but we cannot recycle it. We use a lot of paper in homes
and offices, but do we really need to use so much? We should be interested in a *balanced way

of making and using paper for our future.
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but only a few people were able to buy paper
but they could not read or write

and they wanted a larger size of paper

H G A N

and more people learned how to read and write
(@2) AXOHNCEI £, [ @) |ICABRLENRHOIKD S HTEE R,
F again and again 4 only once
7 after a while I just a minute
(F3 ]ma great change PHNELRL7ZLOL L TRLET R LOITRD 5 BT SR,
People began to read more books.

People began to make paper from wood.

Paper was recycled more often than before,

H & A N

Paper was used in people's lives more often.

(R34 ](uthe other three countries & ®H 33, ZZTHELFENTWADOIXEOED, KOG
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7 USA. A4 China 2 Japan I Germany #A UK
A Italy % Korea 2 India r  France 3 Brazil
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Another action is growing trees for paper.

(7)) AXOHICAED LT, | %) | RABRLED R b ORKD 5 BT
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but there are a lot of problems, too
but people in some countries use only a little paper

and we are trying very hard to save the earth

H J A N

and we will help other countries which need more paper
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Taro: Excuse me., May I help you?

Jack: Yes. I'm looking for *Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden. |_ﬁ___(_1)_h—_|J Shinjuku Gyoen?

Taro: OK. Go straight along this street. Then you can see Shinjuku High School on the right.
Just keep going, and you'll find Shinjuku Gyoen on your right.

Jack: How long does it take to walk there?

Taro: Well, I think it'll take about ten minutes.

Jack: 1see. Itisn'tfar from here.

Taro: That's right. I went there about two weeks ago. Shinjuku Gyoen has three kinds of

gardens, Japanese, French and British gardens.
Jack: That sounds nice. | @) e

Taro: Well, I like the French garden the best. Oh, you have a *guidebook with you, May I see

it?

Jack: Sure, L_ (5) . J My Japanese friend gave it to me, but I can't read

Japanese well.

Taro: Let me see. There are many interesting things in this book. I'll tell you some of them in

English. |

(4)

Jack: Oh,Isee. Thank you very much.

Taro: You're welcome. Have a nice day.

(%) Shinjuku Gyoen National Garden #7fsfHI5i guidebook HA K7 w2
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