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ALT & V)
Time Flies as the Clock is Thrown Out the Window

Long, long ago in a small Vietnamese rice field somewhere in America, there lived a
sprout.  This little sprout loved the traditional things in her heritage. Curious about every
aspect in life, she pestered her parents and teachers with questions upon questions. In middle
school, she had an English teacher named Mr. Pocky who taught a unit about poetry.

She learned about sonnets, limericks, and many other styles. Each day, homework was
to create an original poem using the style they just learned. Because Mr. Pocky had taught in
Japan for one year, he also taught about haiku and tanka styles. That night, the sprout had a
dream about her elementary school days. The little sprout’s teacher had donated a golden dress to
her.  As she poses underneath the willow tree in the school’s courtyard, the teacher takes the
picture. Inthe middle of the night, a haiku was written while a glass of milk and honey was
consumed.

A decade later, the wilting rice plant flies away. Half way around the world, a
refreshing, slightly different rice paddy exists. It was larger. The language was alien-like.
There were hurdles upon hurdles to overcome. Nevertheless, there was room for her leaves to
stretch wide, and her stem to bend and twist. The soothing breezes among the camellias and the
coming and going of tides upon the black sands encouraged her to blossom with new faces and
new experiences. With new eyes, new ears, and an awakened mind, | was able to absorb
nutrients to revive myself and nurture a flower that is suitable for me. But I’m not quite there
yet.

My precious students, my beloved coworkers, my indispensable friends. We naturally
worked together to create experiences, lessons, and tests for each other. | believe that everyone
has unlimited potentials. | am still learning, growing, improving. | will continue to until |
have reached a level that I am comfortable and satisfied with.  That is the selfish me.

However, along with this, | hope to continue to guide, pull, and lure you to the level you desire.
If needed, I will push you even further beyond myself because | want to see you exceed me.
Push yourself to the limits, and the limit will surely be readjusted.

| \ \

Do not forget to SMILE,

Duong “Youngie” Hoang
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