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Hello from Australia

Hi everyone, my name is Yoshino Teramoto. I'm staying in Mount Gambier in
Australia as an exchange student. Five months have passed since I came here. How
time flies! And I cannot believe that I haven’t been homesick yet but I'm missing
Japanese green tea, unpolished rise and dried horse mackerels lol. I've had lots of
valuable experiences and I got over adversity. Please let me give you a report on my
overseas study.

First, let me tell you about Mount Gambier and the difference between other student
and me. Most of all people in Jisedai are staying in Adelaide but on the 31st of January,
my coordinator said “You guys are going to take an airplane.” This is the beginning of
my life in Mount Gambier. It takes about an hour from Adelaide to Mount Gambier. It
1s COUNTRYSIDE like Oshima. But I can get KFC, McCaa’s and we can go shopping
Iol. It is freezing during winter and I have so many rain. However, I can see lots of
rainbow after the rain.

By the way, I had special experiences some of them were not very good... The first
day of school, some boys threw an apple core at me and they said they hate Japan. I
was so shocked but I couldn’t tell teachers about it. I realized that some people
discriminate against because of race. In addition, I changed host family three month
ago because they had too different individuality to adapt them and they had so many
arguments every day. The other day, I stressed out and cried because of so difficult
assignments from all classes and I had a big inferiority complex. Sorry, I will stop
talking about it. I'm spending beautiful life with my new host family so please don’t
worry about me.

Actually, I had some bad experiences but I also had many great experiences. I have
over hundred friends in here and they are cooperative and helpful. Teachers are also
supportive. These days, I started to play footy and play the guitar. Please let me tell
you some good news. I've won prizes in the swimming carnival and the athletic
carnival. Plus, I've got all A except health class this semester (I've got B on health.)
My efforts weren’t vine but I'm not satisfied with myself yet so I will keep going.

And I've had beautiful memories. I went to cave to food dribble possums. I watched
the beach with white sand for the first time in forever. I dived in the lake. I ate
vegemite but taste horrible lol. I went to restaurant with friends and spent good time.
I have never been to other cities such as Sidney and Perth to sightseeing in Australia
so I want to go want to go to there and I want to see coares someday.

Australian high school is a lot of freer than Japanese high school. I think Japanese
high schools are too strict. Anyway, everyone uses phone during the class and eats
some snacks. There are a lot of things that are unthinkable in Japan. I don’t like dirty
floor after recess and kissing couples in everywhere. 'm NOT jealous of them. By the
way, term has changed. I'm studying math, English, science, history, physical
education, music and Japanese (to help my Japanese teacher) at the moment. It is
confusing to change timetable because I need to move classroom every times. Two
weeks ago, I went to wrong class accidently but no one realized even my teacher. So I
had four history classes a day. And sometimes, I slip and fall because of tackling by
boys and wet floor. Everyone laughs at me when I slip and fall! I am still clumsy 1diot
like that but that’s alright. My English is not perfect but it important to try.

I'm really happy now because I found my place in here and my Japanese teacher and
I are only Japanese in my school. In short, I don’t have to speak Japanese at school. I
still have some problem but what a blessing I am to concern about my friendship! And
I cannot believe that I am typing these sentences without using dictionary. I would
like to go through overseas study with my guts for four more months.

Thank you for reading.

Respect you,
Yoshino Teramoto
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