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Have you finished your math homework yet?

No, not yet. It’s really difficult.

( me / if / need / let / know / you ) any help.
Thank you. I will.

( the book / you / read / written / have / by ) our teacher?

Yes. [Iread itlast week. It was interesting. You should read it, too.

How many members are there in your soccer club?
There are about sixty.

Wow, that’sa lot. Yourclub( twice / has / members / as
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During lunch break, Akio, Kana, and John are talking in the classroom.  They are all first-year-high school students.

John is from Australia and is staying with a *host family.
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Hey John, it’s already one month since you came to Japan. How is life in Japan?

I like it a lot. Many things are new and surprising.

Can you give me some examples?

First, *vending machines. They are everywhere. [7]

Yeah. Have you ever used vending machines in Japan?

Yes. One day, I forgot my water bottle and got very thirsty. (yThere were no shops nearby, and [ know /
@ do/ @ didn’t/ @ 1/® what/ ® to] .

Ohno! That sounds hard. What happened next?

I was lucky to find a vending machine and buy a drink. It really helped me.

That’s good to hear. I have a story about a vending machine, too. One very cold morning with strong wind, I
was waiting for a bus with my little sister. We were going to our grandparents’ house, and the bus was late and
didn’t come.

Really? What did you do?

My sister and I forgot our gloves. I was okay, but she looked very cold.

Oh no. That sounds tough.

All the shops near the bus stop were closed because it was early in the morning. Then I saw a vending machine,
so I bought her a bottle of hot tea.

yHow kind you were!

She smiled and said she felt better because the hot tea warmed her hands.

Really? That was good for her. By the way, do vending machines in Japan sell hot drinks?

Yes. You can get both hot and cold drinks from one vending machine.

That’s great!

*Plus, Japanese vending machines have various kinds of food, like snacks, bread, and noodles. [4]

That is amazing!

Yeah, you can even buy ice cream from a vending machine. When I was a child, there was an ice cream vending
machine near the park. I played in the park a lot. On hot days, my mom often bought ice cream for me.

Oh, ice cream from a vending machine? That sounds nice!

It was very delicious. I have good memories of it.

That’s a beautiful memory. Is there anything else that is surprising to you, John?

Yes. One time, I went to a restaurant with my host family. When I entered it, I saw a lot of dishes in a glass
display case. [™]

Oh. You mean *food samples?
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Yeah, they looked so real. I really thought I could eat them.

Many people think so at first.

Actually, they helped me a lot. I couldn’t read the menu because it was written only in Japanese, but the food
samples helped me understand what the food was like.

They help foreign people or small children who cannot read Japanese well when they choose their meals from the
menu. Some restaurants use food samples (3)for this reason.

I also saw food sample *keychains in a shop. They were so cute that I bought some for my family. I got a sushi
one for my sister, and a ramen one for my brother.

I’m sure they will like them.

I also like convenience stores in Japan. I love Japanese food, so I'm happy I can buy miso soup, oden, and green
tea there. They have so many items. [T]

Yeabh, they are part of my daily life. What is your favorite thing in convenience stores?

My favorite is onigiri. 1 think it is a great idea that the rice and *seaweed *are separated in a *wrapper. And
@this keeps seaweed *crispy until you eat it. I love onigiri with crispy seaweed.

Iknow. Convenience store onigiri is really good. Plus, convenience stores are useful because you can do many
things there, like picking up things you ordered on the internet or buying concert tickets.

Oh, that reminds me. I printed some photos there last week. It was easy.

I didn’t know we could do all those things at convenience stores. They are amazing. [ was surprised by one

more thing. (5On the news, [ Japanese soccer fans / @ 1/ @) saw / @ were / & who/ ® cleaning ]

the seats after the match.

I also know a similar story. A famous baseball player picked trash up during the game. From a young age, we
have learned the importance of cleaning *public places.

We start learning how to clean in elementary school and keep doing it even after we grow up.

That’s fantastic. So, we clean our classroom after school.

Yes. That is our *responsibility. We learn to (6) public places this way.

That’s wonderful. Japanese people are *responsible.

Oh! The bell will ring soon. We need to get ready for the next class.

I wish I had more time to talk.

Me, too.

I learned many things about Japan today.

Tell us something about Australia next time.

Of course. I promise that.
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7 Akio helped his little sister by buying a hot drink for her from a vending machine.
4 Akio bought gloves for his little sister at a convenience store.

rJ  Akio gave his gloves to his little sister because she forgot hers and was cold.

T Akio bought a hot drink for his little sister at a convenience store.

(3] @forthisreason L& 572, ZHNKTHAEL L THRLETDR DI, RO LTIXENMN,

Food samples in Japanese restaurants do not look so real.
Food samples are useful for people who can’t read Japanese well.

Food samples are helpful only for foreign people.

H J AN

Food samples helped Akio understand what the food was like.

(R14]) @this EH 55, ZHABRRTHEL LTELEIDRLEDIE, KDY BT END,

Onigiri is John’s favorite thing in convenience stores.
We can buy miso soup, oden, and green tea in convenience stores.

Convenience stores are useful because they have onigiri with crispy seaweed.

H G AN

The rice and seaweed do not touch each other inside a wrapper.
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A This means many people in America play Wadaiko.

w

I found that there were many Wadaiko groups there, and some have been active for a long time.

(@)

[ started looking for websites about it on the internet.

¥ % H J AN

O 0 W w > >
|

W >0 > 0w
‘i 4

> W > 0O W O
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Then Ryo decided to learn about ‘:l at a university in America.

7 the respect shown by foreign people for Japanese traditions and culture
A4 how traditional arts help people from different cultures understand each other
*J Ryo’s personal experience of playing Wadaiko with Karl in Japan
I the importance of valuing every meeting with arts, cultures, and people
(7 7] AXOHENIZED L 91T, (M DPIZAND LD L LTRLBEYRDOE, KOS LTIHE
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I told him it was great.
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After one month of practice, Ryo performed Wadaiko at local festivals.

Ryo met Karl for the first time at the Wadaiko event held by Karl’s club.

Ryo and Karl talked at the Wadaiko event in Japan and kept talking online even after that.
Ryo studied English very hard in high school, so he had to stop practicing Wadaiko.

Karl stayed at Ryo’s house during the summer vacation to practice Wadaiko.

Ryo felt that traditional arts could not connect people without language.

Ryo performed at local events and festivals both in Japan and in America.
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