We have seen the old year out. We have welcomed in the New Year, 2025, Reiwa 7.

During this winter vacation, you have been busy doing many things—especially the twelfth
graders, who have been preparing for the Common Test for University Admissions. Even so, I hope

you have had enough time to enjoy good food and to spend quality time with your families.

On December 26th, I went to a concert by one of our school's alumnae, Tokiko Kato, at Hulic Hall
in Yurakucho. The next day, December 27th, was to be Tokiko Kato's 81st birthday. I was
captivated by her powerful singing voice, which didn’t seem like that of a person who was 80 years
old. She is someone we definitely ought to invite to speak in our cultural lecture series. After
graduating from Komaba High School, Tokiko Katd attended the University of Tokyo, and after
graduating from university, she made her major debut and has since released many hit songs, right
up to the present day. This year, she is also expected to hold nearly 20 concerts nationwide. Her
lifelong dedication to singing and to giving dreams and hope to many people continues to inspire
countless admirers. Don’t you think a way of life devoted to and thoroughly pursuing your passions

is a wonderful thing?
I would like to talk about two things today at the starting point of the third trimester.

First, with uncertainty all around us, it's crucial to keep learning. I always encourage you to be
lifelong learners. What you learn at school may be outdated within a decade or so. That’s why
recurrent education is regarded as being very important. I hope you will continue to learn, with

high aims for making our society better through your own lives. The possibilities for you are infinite.

You can choose any career you want. You may have great personal potential that you have not yet
realized, and I don’t think it would be right for you to stop learning after graduating from high
school or university. Learning will always offer sufficient satisfaction to your curiosity and may help
you change your lives for the better—and our society for the better. I hope you will be able to have
fun learning new things. You should accept the challenges of as many new things as you can. Don’t
shun them. I hope you will always enjoy changes. I do hope you will come to make important

contributions to our society.

Second, and last, many people around the world have become refugees or are facing starvation,
which is terribly worrying. The United Nations reports that about 700 million people are at risk of
starvation. And, according to the UNHCR, the number of refugees in the world is more than 100
million, including those from Afghanistan, Ukraine, Syria, Myanmar, and Venezuela. And there are
just as many internally displaced people, such as those in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Sudan, South Sudan, Somalia, Myanmar, and Ukraine, who have been forced to remain in their own
countries even though many are desperate to escape. Also, according to Amnesty International,
there have been serious violation of human rights in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, in
Tibet, and in many other countries which are often dominated by charismatic authoritarians. Most
of those people are forced to struggle for their lives because of wars, political and military conflicts,
and economic conditions. This has been made worse by critical droughts, fatal floods, and extreme
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high and low temperatures—all of which are at least partially attributable to global climate change.
How can we help prevent global warming—or global boiling, as Antonio Guterres, the Secretary
General of the United Nations, has described it? How might we help those refugees? How might we
reach people in need who remain in their countries? These are tough questions. It is clear, however,
that without trying to solve those problems, our own beloved nation may find it difficult to survive
in the future, as may any other nation. Thus, it is essential for you to learn things in the liberal arts,
which will, I’m sure, give you important clues useful for building a future filled with hope.

Today I have spoken about two things: first, that you should try to make important contributions

to our society, and, second, that it is essential for you to learn things in the liberal arts.

One last thing, to the twelfth graders who are going to take the Common Test for University
Admissions within a few days. Believe in yourselves. I’m sure you will be able to make it. Don’t be
afraid to set high goals for yourselves. Aim high!

In closing my speech, I hope all of you are gentle and kind to one another, not ignoring your
friends, and not speaking ill of them. Every student deserves respect. It takes only a moment to
destroy a good relationship, but it takes very long time to become reconciled with one another. Help
each other. Respect your friends. And work together toward achieving your dreams. There is always
hope to be found in the hardships of life.

Thank you very much.
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