77th Commencement Saturday, March 15™, 2025

Honorable guests from the Metropolitan Assembly, the Alumni Association, and the Metropolitan Board of Education, PTA
Board Members, other distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, and new graduates. | would first like to say a few words to our
new graduates at this, the 77th commencement of Komaba High School.

Three years have passed since you began your studies at this highly selective and historically important Metropolitan High
School. There must be countless things that have concerned and interested you during these years.

Three years ago, all of you were still junior high school students, but now, since the amended Civil Code has been
implemented, most of you have already become legally adults and have, to some extent, gained intellectual strength, judgment,
and powers of expression. That makes me very happy. You have gained the right to do many things, and at the same time you are
responsible for how you behave as adults. Even though it may be difficult for most of you to be independent economically from
your guardians, you should be independent as young adults in other ways and be responsible for the principles by which you live.

There have been many things that have seemed especially noteworthy during these past three years.

In 2022, there was, unfortunately, very much sad news. In February, Russia invaded Ukraine. It’s already three years since
Russia began its so-called “special military operation,” supposedly undertaken to protect people in the eastern part of Ukraine.
There was also some good news in 2022, however. Shohei Ohtani, for example, won 15 games as a pitcher and hit 34 homeruns.
The Samurai Blue made us happy, too, at the FIFA World Cup in Qatar, defeating both Germany and Spain, each of which
nations were previous World Cup winners.

In 2023, on February 6, a major earthquake of M7.8 occurred in southeastern Turkey. The collapse of buildings there was a
terrible part of the damage caused by this mega-earthquake, which claimed the lives of more than 40,000 people in Turkey and
Syria. In March, Samurai Japan won the WBC championship for the first time in 13 years. In May, the government decided to
downgrade COVID-19 to a “common infectious disease,” which made us think again about what those countless restrictions had
been for.

And last year, on January 1, a huge earthquake hit Hokuriku, and the cities, towns, and villages on the Noto Peninsula were hit
especially hard. They say more than 240 people died and more than 46 thousand houses collapsed. It is more than a year since
that day. It still seems to be taking a very long time for people in Hokuriku to rebuild their daily lives. In February, famous
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maestro Seiji Ozawa passed away. It is truly sad and regrettable loss. Japan’s nominal GDP fell to fourth place in the world,
surpassed by Germany. In July, the Supreme Court ruled that the former Eugenic Protection Act is unconstitutional. In the Paris
Olympics, Japan won twenty gold medals, twelve silver medals, and thirteen bronze medals, and young athletes shone there
especially well. In September, Shohei Ohtani became the first player in Major League history to achieve 50 homeruns and 50
stolen bases in a season. He was selected as the MVP and also helped win the World Series. In October, The conflict between
Hamas and Israel began with attacks from Hamas on Israel, leading to a prolonged Israeli invasion of Gaza, along with
intermittent combat with Hezbollah in Lebanon. The future of the Middle East seems to be in an uncertain state. In December, the
Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb Sufferers Organizations, Nihon Hidankyo, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. That will
make an important contribution, | hope, to achieving a world without nuclear weapons. We have to listen to the wishes of
hibakusha. In Syria, the Assad regime, which had enforced its dictatorship for half a century, abruptly collapsed. That will be
another factor which affects the chaotic conditions in the Middle East.

It is hard to imagine how our society might change in the next ten years. That’s why you all should be lifelong learners. I think
that we learn because we want to be happier. And to stop learning means to stop becoming happier. If you stop learning, you will
not be able to adapt yourself to changes in our society. If you can’t be happy yourself, you won’t be able to make our society
better. We must keep on moving forward. And you should remember that there will be many chances to leave your marks and to
make achievements that will change our society for the better in this age of uncertainty.

My students, you have succeeded in passing on your proud school traditions to your kohai, the next generation. But I don’t
think that is enough. | would like you to support your ké6hai while you study at a university, as advisors as well as support
teachers in the main study room. Visit Komaba and give your kohai useful advice on how you prepared for university
examinations, how you balanced club activities and studies, how your family supported you during school days at Komaba, what
your university life is like, and so on. You will be the youngest members of the Alumni Association, Sho-ohkai and Do-kohkali,
and expected to make a good contribution to your mother school.

In closing, | would like to send my farewell words to you. You may feel depressed to discover that some people you meet are
better than you in certain fields. But communicating with those people will help you mature and make you stronger and wiser.
Working together creates strength. You don’t have time to spend complaining about the age that we live in. I do hope you will
accept the reality and enjoy new ways of making your days from now on unforgettable ones. Japan has little in the way of natural
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resources. Our nation’s greatest treasure is its citizenry. You are part of that great treasure. Each of you is irreplaceable. Believe
in yourselves. The sky is the limit. Aim high, everyone!

Now to your guardians, thank you very much for attending today’s commencement, and thank you very much for your kind
and warm support during these three years.

To our guests, | thank you very much for attending this commencement. | hope you will continue to offer us your very
valuable help and advice. | am confident that our school will continue to be efficient in producing students useful to our society.

Now to my fellow teachers, I'm very proud of you and sincerely appreciate your important contributions to our school. I would
like to express my warmest regards and appreciation to you all now.

Thank you very much.
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