I would like to share some thoughts with you at the starting point of the second trimester 2024.

First, in the Paris Olympic Games, athletes from various countries and regions offered us wonderful performances,
exciting races, and thrilling matches, bringing us great inspiration. However, it is deeply regrettable that, despite this
being a festival of peace, events such as the continuing invasion of Ukraine and the conflict in Gaza demonstrated a
lack of respect for the Olympic Charter. Additionally, measures against climate change have not progressed as hoped,
hindered by economic and political interests, leading to such ongoing severe situations as global high temperatures,
droughts, and floods.

Frustrated by the inability of democracies to make meaningful decisions, citizens yearning for strong leadership
have allowed dictatorial and totalitarian regimes to flourish. It is worrisome to see a situation reminiscent of Germany
100 years ago, when the Weimar Republic, once hailed as the most democratic nation in the world for its advocacy of
equality among its citizens regardless of race, ethnicity, or sexual orientation, was gradually replaced by the Nazi
regime following the onset of the Great Depression.

I earnestly hope that students of Komaba will become leaders who can change our society for the better through
their studies, standing as torchbearers of democracy. Education is meant for human happiness. When you achieve
happiness, your family and friends are also filled with a sense of well-being. This sense of well-being will eventually
spread within the community and ultimately bring happiness to society and to the world. To ensure the future of
"Spaceship Earth", education that spreads and firmly establishes the ideology of democracy is paramount.

Second, the “Torikoma Festival” is just around the corner. I know that many of you have been very much excited,
and, at the same time, that not all of you are so eager to join it as others. You should respect diverse opinions and
values, consult and adjust without friction, and find points of compromise using democratic methods. Reality is often
not as simple as words might suggest. However, I hope you will grow into individuals who can respect each other and
reach compromises. Even if things do not go smoothly, I hope you will be able to work earnestly without losing heart.

Last year, after the school festival, more than four hundred students were absent from school, some due to COVID-
19 infections. The persistent coronavirus continues to evolve into new mutant strains, and it is still very important for
us not to get infected with the disease. And you should not forget that it is also important for us to be wise enough to
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avoid discrimination and prejudice regarding the disease. We can’t go back to a time before COVID-19. We should
not complain about the conditions that we live in. Everything that surrounds us is in constant transition. We ought to
be able to enjoy changes in our society. Take on as many new challenges as you can. And you should be lifelong learners,
so as to be able to adapt yourselves to a changing society.

Today, I have told you about two things; first, that you should strive to become leaders who can change our society
for the better, and second, that you should respect diverse opinions and values while embracing changes in our society.

In closing, I hope everyone has a fulfilling second trimester at Komaba.

Thank you very much, everyone.
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