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During the summer vacation, I visited some of your summer training camps, where you welcomed me. That made me very happy. I
know it was a great pleasure for you to be able to hold summer training camps after the long suspension that was due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Within two weeks from now, we will hold our biggest annual school event, Torikomasai, the school festival. I hope you
will succeed in conducting it in your own creative ways.
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I would like to talk about two things at the starting point of the second trimester, 2023.
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First, as I told you at the end of the first trimester, we received a large number of opinions and a certain amount of criticism from
you and your guardians concerning school lessons, homework, and club activities. That’s why we did a web questionnaire/survey in
July: class evaluations, survey on homeroom activities, survey on your daily lives. Though 95% of the tenth graders answered the
questionnaire/survey, only 55% of the eleventh graders did, and only 22% of the twelfth graders answered it. We did this survey in
order to remedy (in the sense of kaizen) some of our school’s weak points. I’m sure that the results of this survey will give us some
good clues for improving our school. I hope that you understand how important this kind of survey is and that all of you will be

willing to cooperate in answering any in the future. After Torikomasai, we will implement a second survey that will include a new
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questionnaire concerning assignments during the summer vacation.
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We will analyze and publish survey results as quickly as possible, and we hope that they will help us change our school for the
better. We have already published the results of the survey on homeroom activities and those on students’ daily lives on our website.
We will also post them on the walls of individual classrooms. I do hope each of you understand how essential it is for us to make the
most of the results of such surveys.
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As you know, the number of members of our 75" graduation class who succeeded in passing entrance examinations for highly
selective national and municipal universities dropped dramatically from that of previous years; our school is now in 6™ place among
seven Shingakushidou Tokubetsu Suishinkou, or Special Advanced Education Guidance Schools, and in 8" place among 13
Shingakushidou Suishinkou, or Advanced Education Guidance Schools. We may be unable to use the title of Special Advanced
Education Guidance School in the near future unless we succeed in recovering the level of our achievements in terms of university
placement numbers. Naturally, highly selective university entrance is certainly not the only educational path possible for you, but our
school has been given the mission of performing as a Special Advanced Education Guidance School, and we should try to accomplish
that mission.
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The possibilities for you are infinite. I’'m sure that you have potential that you haven’t realized yet. It is essential for you to learn
things in the liberal arts, to learn broadly, so as to unleash your potential. Since we live in an age of uncertainty in which it is difficult
for anyone to predict how society will change in the near future, it is very important for you to learn regardless of your perceived
strengths and weaknesses, to learn without regard to personal preferences, to learn broadly. In order not to narrow down the options for
your careers, and in order not to lose a chance to unleash your potential, you should study seriously the full range of subjects: English,
Japanese, mathematics, history and geography, civics, physics, chemistry, and biology. It would be a great pity if you decided to major
in one of the humanities simply because you disliked mathematics, or if you decided to major in one of the sciences simply because
you were not good at history.
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Komaba High School is a school in which students have traditionally striven for excellence in both academics and physical pursuits,
including school events and club activities. I do hope you will pass on that school tradition to the next generation.
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Second, they say newly discovered diplomatic documents reveal the Vatican's involvement in the repatriation of people who were
interned overseas after WWII. Those documents were found in the Vatican itself, the central seat of the Roman Catholic Church.
Approximately 6.6 million former Japanese soldiers and civilians remaining abroad at the war's end 78 years ago faced internment in
places like Siberia and Southeast Asia. Many lost their lives, and it took over a decade for many of the survivors to return to Japan.
Professor Matsumoto Saho, of Nihon University, points out, "It had not previously been known that the Vatican was assisting in the
repatriation of Japanese individuals; this was a new discovery. There was a risk that Japanese people detained overseas, especially in
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Siberia, might be indoctrinated by the Soviet Union."
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My grandfather served as a Japanese Army private and was dispatched to Manchuria in 1944. In late August of 1945, he and fellow
troops were sent to a detention camp near Lake Baikal, in Siberia, as POWs. After spending four years there, he was finally able to
return safely to Japan. | have three aunts and two uncles. Two of them were born after my grandfather had returned home and had
happily resumed work as a tatami craftsman. I’ve been told that he would often tell my grandmother that he had been lucky since he
had been working in an accommodation facility, not laboring in the woods near the camp, when his name on the repatriation list was
called. A Soviet officer called out “Mitsutaro Arai,” and my grandfather replied “Da.” I’ve heard that fifty thousand Japanese POWs
died there, never to return home. I only personally know of my kind and generous grandfather, who cared for his family very much.
But after he had passed away, my grandmother often told me that she realized, on his return, that he had changed a lot. He seldom told
me about his experiences in captivity, except for teaching me some Russian phrases. At the time of his capture, he had been left by his
officers with only an old rifle and five bullets, and he faced countless Soviet tanks and soldiers with automatic assault rifles.
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We should always remember that wars not only take lives away but also change the courses of individuals’ lives, sometimes causing
deep sorrow and regret that cannot be overcome.
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Today I have told you two things: first, that you should strive for excellence in both academics and physical pursuits, and second,
that we should remember how terribly tragic wars are.
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In closing, the coronavirus seems to continue changing into new mutant strains, and it is still very important for us not to get
infected with COVID-19. It is also important for us to be wise enough to avoid discrimination and prejudice regarding the disease. As
I often tell you, we don’t have time to spend complaining about the age that we live in. Everything that surrounds us is in constant
transition. We ought to be able to enjoy changes in our society. Take on as many new challenges as you can. And you should be
lifelong learners, so as to be able to adapt yourselves to a changing society.

Thank you very much.



