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First, you have been preparing for our school’s biggest cultural event, the Torikomasai, to be held this coming September. It goes
without saying that we are all able to find a guide for tomorrow by taking lessons from the past. But we should not always be bound
only by the old things. Whatever excites your imagination, while talking with your friends and sempai, may help you find new ways of
succeeding in your own 7orikomasai. I’'m sure that these three years of COVID-19 infections has given you chances to think about
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how you should pass on your school’s rich traditions to your kéhai. 1 think this year’s Torikomasai will offer wonderful opportunities
for you to start thinking about new ways of living after the surges of the notorious infectious disease. I want you to think about how
you might be able to change our society for the better, as well as about what you will pass on to the next generation. We have been
working to restore the lives that we had been living before, and it is a great pleasure to me that you will have a chance to experience
the Torikomasai in a new way. It surely will become an unforgettable cultural event, one which you, your guardians, myself, and my
fellow teachers will cherish for a long time.
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Second, it is more than a year since Russia invaded Ukraine. I couldn’t believe how President Putin would dare to wage such a war
on Ukraine, and I wonder now how he might end his insane invasion. Russia’s invading a neighboring country was illegal, irrational,
and insane. This war has been brought on by Putin’s mistaken understanding of Russia’s history and his insanity and madness, hatred
and anger. Why can’t we try to understand and appreciate others’ values, or at least respect our neighbors? The U.S. and western allies,
as well as Japan as a G7 country, have been imposing severe sanctions on Russia’s economy with the hope that those sanctions will
loosen Putin’s hold over his country. But more than a year has passed. The deaths and injuries suffered by Ukraine’s citizens and
soldiers, as well as by Russian soldiers, have been reported in newspapers, on TV, and on SNSs, and it seems quite difficult for anyone
to imagine how and when this war will end. Who knows whether or not support for Ukraine will continue? The price of almost
everything has been rising since this war began. I’'m not sure how longer we will be able to endure such conditions. Let’s think about
what the people of Ukraine need and about what we can do for them.
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Today I have told you two things: first, that creating new ways of passing on our rich school traditions and, second, that you should
think about what we can do for the people of Ukraine.
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In closing, the coronavirus seems not to stop changing into new mutant strains, and it is still very important for us not to get infected
with COVID-19. It is also important for us to be wise enough to avoid discrimination and prejudice regarding the disease. We don’t
have time to spend complaining about the age that we live in. Everything that surrounds us is in constant transition. We ought to be
able to enjoy changes in our society. Take on as many new challenges as you can. And you should be lifelong learners, so as to be able
to adapt yourselves to a changing society.
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One last thing, speaking about myself, I look forward to visiting some of your summer training camps during the summer vacation.

Thank you very much, everyone.



