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Ken and Yuri are high school students. They play the flute in the school brass band. Joe is an
English teacher at their school. He studied music in college in the UK. He often plays the flute

with the brass band and gives them advice. The three are talking after school.

Ken: Yuri, you look serious today.

Yuri: Yes. 1 want Joe's advice about my future.

Joe:  OK. It's your second year here, and it's time to think about it. What's your future plan?

Yuri: 1 want to be a musician. [ am interested in creating music and playing the flute, but my
parents want me to study something else like science or technology in college.

Ken: You are good at all the subjects. It may be difficult to choose one thing for vour future.
Do you want to be a professional musician?

Yuri: Yes, I do. Joe, some of your friends are professional musicians. You brought them to our
school when our brass band was practicing for the concert last year in 2023. They played
fantastic music for us.

Ken: Yeah, they were on a concert tour in Japan.

Yuri: "1 had a good time. They are from Germany, Canada, Italy, and Finland, right? We played
music to welcome them.

Joe:  That's right. T had a wonderful time, too. You two played the flute very well.

Yuri: Thank you. I want to be a good player like you. So, <1)I want to study music in college.

Ken: Yuri, you said you want to study in a foreign country.

Joe:  Isee. Do you want to study music in college in an *English-speaking country, Yuri?

Yuri: 1 want to do so, but I am worried about my language skills.

Joe:  Your English is very good. You can study in an English-speaking country. When I joined
your flute practice and gave advice, you were always the first to understand my English
and explained it to the other members.

Yuri: Thank you, but I have to talk to my parents first. When did you decide to study music in
college, Joe?

Joe: 1 did not plan to study music in college when I just entered high school. I took flute

lessons when I was little, but I didn't play it often. 2-a .
Yuri: Art lesson?

Joe:  Yeah, 2-b . In the lesson, | 2-c I So, 2-d when I was sixteen
years old.

Ken : 1 didn't know that.

Joe:  Look at my smartphone. These are photos of famous Japanese temples in Kyoto.

Ken: Wow, there are a lot of photos. Are they from your blog?

Joe:  Yes. I have been writing the blog since I first came to Japan as a high school student



ten years ago. I stayed with a Japanese family in Kyoto. I often visited the temples with
Japanese friends. One day I visited an old temple and had a very special experience.

Yuri: What kind of experience did you have?

Joe:  Well, it was a sunny day in autumn. A man was cleaning the garden in front of the
temple building. The garden was covered with colorful leaves. The *landscape in front of
me looked like a beautiful painting. Then I suddenly *felt like I heard a *melody. It was a
new melody to me, but it was so natural.

Ken: A wonderful experiencel

Joe:  When I look back on it, the melody was born deep in my heart.

Yuri: You *got inspired.

Ken: The beauty of the scene moved your heart, and the melody was born.

Joe:  Since then I have had similar experiences, and I became more interested in music than
art.

Yuri: Your *inspiration for music may come from your experiences.

Joe: (3)1 think so. The human *senses are related to each other. According to researchers,
some musicians get inspired by looking at things such as beautiful paintings.

Ken: Have you heard of any famous musician who had such experiences, Yuri?

Yuri: <4>Yes, Ive [ @ made / @ of / @ afamous / @ alotof / & who / ® heard /

(D musician] beautiful music. He got some of his ideas for music from Japanese art

including ukivoe.

Ken: Interesting!

Joe:  Look at the two photos from my blog. I took the first photo in Finland seven years ago.
It was taken in the summer under *midnight sun.

Yuri: In some northern countries, the sun stays in the sky longer in summer.

Joe:  That's right. The house in the photo belonged to a famous musician in Finland. I took
the second photo when I actually went into the house. Do you feel anything from this
second photo, Ken?

Ken: Well, I don't feel anything, but is that a *fireplace? The color is really beautiful.

Joe:  Actually, the musician lived in the house. He felt like he heard a melody. He created a
small piece of music in front of the fireplace after getting inspired.

Yuri: That sounds interesting. I've just read about a similar kind of thing in a book. According
to it, some *conductors tell the *orchesira members to imagine beautiful landscapes or
paintings to make a beautiful sound.

Joe:  Right. Inspiration for music comes from everything. Yuri, if you want to be a musician,
you should remember that.

Yuri: 1see. Now ['ve become more interested in music. I want to study music more in college.

Thank you, Joe.



(F) English-speaking country #FEBEOE ~ landscape JHE

feel like ~ ~DXH KL A melody AT 54
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(M1) <1>I want to study music in college. & Yuri 23 2 22 H b LR LTV, &
DH BT END

7 Yuri thinks that she can play the flute better than Joe.

1 Yuriis good at music but not so good at other subjects.

7 Yuri wants to be a musician who can play the flute very well like Joe.
I Yuri's parents want her to be a professional musician in the future.

M2l | 2a [~ 2d |0 ZAThKOA~DOENREANLDNRL G, 2
DHAGHEL LTRLBEI LI D%, TOT~HOHP5—258~,

A Tlearned about traditional Japanese art and old temples
B I decided to visit Japan to see such things
C Itook an art lesson while I was in high school
D I was more interested in art than music at that time
2-a 2-b 2-C 2-d
7 B A C D
1 B D C A
7 A C B D
I C D B A
# A B D C
) C D A B

(f4 3) <3>I think so. £H 22, ZOWF Joe 232 ) E 2 1-DIZEr. OB % KBTI L7
ROZELDZEFNANL R b EY 2 EHT 5 385, KUdhh ok e,

Joe had a very special experience in Kyoto. When he looked at a beautiful landscape,
he suddenly felt like he heard a melody. There are some musicians who get inspiration
for music E things such as beautiful paintings. Joe thinks he is one of them because
he can do the same thing.

_g4*
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[A] Autumn in Kyoto @
(B] (C] @
(D] ©
April 22, 2023 My friends at the school @
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7 October 14, 2010 May 30, 2015 At alake side! | A temple in Japan!
1 November 4, 2011 June 3, 2016 A lake in Japan ! His room !
) November 3, 2011 June 6, 2017 Beautiful leaves! | This is the room !
T November 8, 2014 April 30, 2017 Midnight sun ! Colorful leaves !
7 October 29, 2014 July 12, 2017 Summer in Finland ! At a fireplacel
yJ| November 7, 2014 August 3, 2017 At a fireplace ! | Good performance !
% | November 14, 2016 July 20, 2018 Midnight sun ! At a fireplace |

(6] KLOHABELE-STWALDE, IROFT~HDins—258~,

7 Yuri and Ken want to learn painting in college in order to be professional artists.

1 Yuri's parents want Yuri to learn music abroad because she speaks English very well.

7 Joe felt like he heard a melody at the Japanese garden, but he hasn't had similar
experiences since then.

I The sun stays in the sky shorter in summer in some northern countries.

74 When Ken looked at the photos that Joe took in Finland, he felt he could hear some
music.

71 Some conductors tell musicians of their orchestra to imagine beautiful landscapes or

paintings to have inspiration for the music they play.
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Ren, May, Lisa, and George are high school students in Tokyo. They belong to the same

group in an English class and are giving a presentation.

Ren

Hi, everyone. Our group presentation today is about wild animals, especially wild birds in
Japan. Last Tuesday morning when I was coming to school, a very young *crow was jumpin
on the ground in the park. I wanted to help the crow, but I didn't. If I did, its parents couldn't
come for help. Also, wild animals are protected by the law. You cannot catch or attack them.
You cannot feed them or keep them at home. Why not? Because human actions
to *wildlife can cause problems in the system of nature.

Here is one example. My father took his pet dog to a nearby park every Sunday when he
was a boy. Some people brought bread or rice to feed a *flock of wild birds in the park, and
others bought fish food at the park store to feed fish in the pond. They just enjoyed feeding birds
and fish. However, the number of birds increased too much, and the water in the pond was not
so clean anymore. Now no one can feed wild animals in the park, and the park shop does not sell
fish food.

Strong wild animals can get food to survive, but weak ones sometimes cannot. That's the
law of nature, [ (D animals / @ and / @) environment / @ feeding / & friendly <€o / ® is /
@ not actually / ® wild / @ the ]. Humans need to find and keep just the right *distance from

them.

May

Hello. Let's think about the right distance from wildlife by looking at how the *stork
returned to the skies of Japan. Because trees were cut down and the number of fish decreased,
storks in Japan lost places to build *nests and food to eat. Their number dropped, and the last
wild stork in Japan once disappeared in 1971. @ People worked hard to bring them
back to *the wild in Japan. The same species of storks were brought from abroad, and the
number of storks under human care increased. Finally in 2005, several storks were *released in
a city in Hyogo. A friendly natural environment to storks was created in the city. After all, a
safe and comfortable place for storks can be good for humans, too. In their new environment, the
storks began to live by themselves. Wild storks in Japan are increasing in number and they are
beginning to spread across the country.

Look at [ Graph 1] and [ Graph 2] . Storks are welcomed in the city in Hyogo. According to the
first graph, many people say they are happy to have wild storks back in their city. [ Graph 2] shows
why they feel so. According to this graph, the most popular reason is, “It's good for the environment.”

The second reason comes from humans’ point of view, and thinking about the *well-being of wild storks



follows it. I hear people in that city do not feed or take care of the storks *directly, but keep the right

distance and watch them *warmly.

[Graph 1]

a7/ PUOHEEROES
S22 FF{E

BHWICEH
1.3%

EBohEVAIERIE
1.5%

EEbEHVREN
16.3%

BBWIER
43.7%

EB5DEVAITER
37.2%

IRy 7 b OBAE [BAGR] 9% % b LIC/EK

[Graph 2 ]

a7/ MUOFERFBIC [ER] OEER HEE% SHEEEED)
0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0
(A ) i ‘ : 518

( B ) | ‘ 490

¢ ¢ ) E E 398

Y RJIRES TN EERD s = 37.8
FHECERTIIAY FUERT, BENEBEER 105 ’
BEILESTOVWIEERS

BEDREESULEHD

BHMIAY Y R EBBHD | 04

Ot 2.2

—
B .
pry

ORI AL 1

Lisa
Now, let's go back to Tokyo. You see some crows in your city. There were about 10,000
crows in Tokyo in 2022. In 2001, the number was about 35,000, and there was a lot of trouble
caused by crows.

About 35,0000 How do people count such a large number of birds? Ill tell you how. Crows

, and ‘ 4-c ‘ . That's a nice
way to count wild birds in a big city. In this way, they found the number of Tokyo crows in 2001.

are active only during the day, and ‘ 4-a ‘ . l 4-b

Some local governments removed them, but reducing their number wasn't easy. If the
original crows disappeared, new crows came to live here because there was a lot of food in

garbage bags on the streets. So the local governments asked people to support them. People



started to cover their garbage bags, and some local governments began to collect them at night.
Crows couldn't find much food and their number dropped. Actually, people didn't know they
were feeding crows, but when they learned that and stopped doing it. they were able to reduce
the trouble caused by crows. Their number will probably be small enough someday,
and they will eat only food from nature. Then, they won't need to depend on garbage produced

by humans. That’s the right distance for us from crows.

George
At the end of our presentation, look at [ Graph 3] to think about the peace between people
and wild animals from another point of view. The graph shows how much money was lost
because wild animals ate *crops in Japan from April 2021 to March 2022. As you can see, crows
cause greater loss to crops than two other larger animals. Deer come to the top and cause about
40% of the *total loss. Many people say they love deer because they are cute. I also like deer, but
they cause great damage to crops. You may think monkeys cause a lot of trouble because they
play tricks in some old Japanese *tales, but they are not even among the top three. F
From this graph, you may think that these animals need to be removed, but I do not think so.
We can say feeding wildlife could *result in damage for farmers. Also, it shows we need to think
more about how to share land in peace with wildlife. The earth doesn’t belong to humans alone,

so we have to share the planet with wildlife. Thank you.

[ Graph 3]
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They could only be seen in zoos.
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(A)
(B)
(C)
(D)
(E)

in the morning, parent crows fly to the forest with their young crows to get food
in the evening, they return in flocks to their home in the forest

people catch and count crows, but their numbers are different every day

they count the number of crows flying back home when it's getting dark

groups of people trained for counting birds wait in front of many big forests in Tokyo

~

4-a

8 8 H O A

4-a

4-a:
4-a:

4-a:
4-a:

(A) 4-b:(B) 4c: (E)
(A)  4b:(C) 4c:(E)
- (B) 4b: (E) 4c: (D)
(B) 4b: (C) 4c: (D)
(D) 4b:(E) 4c:(B)
(D) 4b:(A)  4c:(B)
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7 Ren helped a very young crow jumping on the ground in the park last Tuesday.

1 Ren's father took his pet dog to a nearby park to feed it every Sunday when he was a
boy.

7 May explained how researchers counted wild birds in Tokyo in her part of the
presentation.

I Some local governments in Tokyo stopped collecting garbage at night hecause crows
are active both day and night.

# The number of crows living in Tokyo has decreased to less than 10% between 2001
and 2022.

71 People are actually feeding crows without knowing it if they throw garbage on the

ground.
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Riku and Nancy are high school students at Bunji High School. They are talking with their

English teacher Ms. Smith in the classroom after school. Nancy is from America and staving in

Japan.

Riku: How long have you been in Japan, Nancy?
Nancy: For almost three months. Seo, I will go back to America in a week.
Riku: In a week! I will miss you.

Ms. Smith: Nancy, during your stay in Japan, you learned a lot about Japan, right? Is there
anything interesting you learned about Japanese culture?

Nancy: Yes, traditional Japanese culture is very interesting to me. During my stay in Japan,
I have had many experiences. For example, I studied Japanese and joined several
other classes such as shodo or ikebana. 1 saw kabuki shows and experienced tea
ceremonies. Japanese culture has a lot of unique *characteristics.

Riku: Oh, you experienced tea ceremonies? How did you like them?

Nancy: They were so interesting. The sweets that came with the tea were delicious and
the tea cups were very nice. My tea ceremony teacher taught me many things about
the tea ceremony. Among them, I have become so interested in one of the ideas of “wabi
sabi”

Riku: Wabi sabi? Even I don't know what that really means.

Ms. Smith: 1 don't know, either. Could you tell us anything about it?

Nancy: She told me that things are beautiful because they are *temporary and it is one
of the ideas of wabi sabi. 1 think T will feel sad when something doesn’t | 1
or when something disappears, but in wabi sabi, you think it is beautiful. You cannot
enjoy seeing blossoms of cherry trees for a long time, but you think they are beautiful
while they are *in full bloom. I think that's a great idea.

Riku: I see. That is one of the ideas of wabi sabi.

Ms. Smith: T will try to *distance myself from things that don't last for a long time. 7 i

Nancy: She also told me that if tea cups or something have *chips, Japanese people think
they can be unique, and that they can be more attractive than perfect ones. I love that
idea. If my cup had a chip, I would want to *throw it out. But in Japan you say it is
beautiful.

Riku: Though I am Japanese, I didn't know such ideas. Is there anything else that is
interesting to you about Japan?

Nancy: In America, giving gifts is done on a birthday or Christmas, while in Japan gift
giving is a part of everyday life, right? During my stay in Japan, my father came to

Japan and visited my host family. My host family live near a shopping street and I



often visit there with them. So I am friendly with people living there. When I took my
father to the street, many people gave gifts to him. We were very surprised.
Riku: That was very nice.

Ms. Smith: 1 had a similar experience in Japan.

Nancy: I also learned the difference of *wedding gifts between Japan and America.
Riku: Could you tell me about it?
Nancy: I hear that if you go to a wedding in Japan, you give money as a gift. In America

we have a “wedding registry.”

Riku: What is a wedding registry?

Ms. Smith: Riku, I will explain it. A wedding registry is a service offered by a department store
or website. It helps *couples to tell wedding guests things they want as gifts.

Riku: That sounds good.

Ms. Smith: First, couples choose things they want and make a list. Next, the department store
or website makes the list open. Third, wedding guests visit the department store or
website and choose a thing they want to give to the couples. When someone chooses
one on the list, it is *erased. So couples will never get the same things. {4

Nancy: Nobody wants five microwave ovens at the same time. Thanks to the registry,
(SJWedding guests can [ @ things / @) to give / 3) to think / @ save / (B to the couples /
6 time / (D as / ® about ] a wedding gift.

Ms. Smith: These days, the traditional registry has been changing. We have some special
registries such as a baby registry and charity registry.

Riku: That's interesting.

Ms. Smith: Of course, you can give gifts you want to give them. Some people don't think that
money is very good as a gift, but others give money as a gift. Especially, money is
good for elderly people because they already have enough things.

Riku: A wedding registry is a very convenient custom. In Japan, we send gifts to *fellow
workers or *relatives at the end of the year. It is called oseibo. Do you have the
similar custom in your country?

Ms. Smith: We don’t have the same custom, but we have a custom of giving Christmas gifts.
Companies usually give their workers a small gift such as food package, a *coupon, or a
traditional Christmas dinner. We think that Christmas is a good chance to express our
thanks.

Riku: We have a custom to give Christmas gifts, too, but I think that our custom is a little
different from the custom in America. In Japan, Christmas presents are given between
friends or family members.

Nancy: Of course, in America, friends or family members do the same thing.

Riku: Some things are the same between America and Japan, but there are also
differences. I think that learning about cultural differences is a lot of fun. Someday I
want to study in America.

Nancy: I learned about Japan when I was in America, but I found that there are many



differences between the things I learned in America and the things I learned or
understood in Japan.

Riku: What is different?

Nancy: While we are walking along a street in Tokyo, I can see tall buildings next to a
traditional temple or shrine. In Japan, something new and something old live together.
I didn't know that when I was in America. When I go back to America,
I will tell my friends and family how Japan *mixes history with modern life.

Ms. Smith: Nancy, you have learned a lot during your stay in Japan.

Nancy: I think so.

Riku: I hope you enjoy the rest of your stay in Japan.

Nancy: Thank you. I hope you can visit me in America someday, too!

(G¥] characteristic $##% temporary (I 7w

in full bloom Wi T distance myself H4% & R B <
chip % throw out ¥&T5
wedding #5550 couple FrHFKIw
erase BT fellow {4

relative BB coupon FEhnG [#ag%
mix FAIEHE 5

(1) ASTho DAB I WY 1 BB AR B E
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I really like such culture in Japan.
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Thanks to a wedding registry, couples can receive different things from their guests at

the wedding. First, couples visit a department store or website to make a list of things

they want. Then the list is by the department store or website.

When people ‘ 2 ‘ choose one thing on the list, it is erased. So the
same thing is never to the couple.
1 2 3

7 chosen who make the list given

1 visited invited to the wedding gotten

7 made open who make the list wanted

I chosen invited to the registry gotten

7 visited invited to the registry wanted

] made open invited to the wedding given
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Nancy: | 1

Mary:  What is the most interesting thing about Japan?

Nancy: 2

Mary:  What do you mean?

Nancy: For example, in Japan we can see a traditional shrine next to tall buildings. I have
never seen such a view in America.

Mary:  That is very interesting. I want to visit Japan, too!

When Japanese go to a wedding, they give not only things but money as a gift.

I learned about Japan and Japanese culture when I was in America.

(A)
(B)
( C ) Japanese think that cups which is broken can be attractive.
( D) Thad alot of unique experiences in Japan.

(E)

In Japan, modern life and history live together.

7 1:(B) 2:(A) 4 1:(B) 2:(C)
7 1:(C) 2:(B) I 1:(D) 2:(E)
# 1:(A) 2:(D) A 1:(D) 2:(C)

(M6) RKXOWNKEELE->TWELODMAEDLEE, TOT~HOHRPL—2EN,

-

( A) Nancy likes Japanese tea ceremony because the sweets that come with tea are
delicious, and that is the only reason for her.

(B) Nancy’s tea ceremony teacher told her that Japanese throw out cups with chips.

( C) Nancy and her father thought that he would get gifts from people in the shopping
street.

(D) If you go to a wedding in America, you may be able to choose a gift for the
couples from a wedding registry.

( E) In Japan people give Christmas gifts to their friends, but people in America don't.

( F) In America giving money as a gift is not very common, but it can be good.
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(1) I'm a student . My mother said to

me ,° Are you busy 7 I said  ,“ Yes I







