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I'would like to talk about the Australian culture I experienced during my studying experiences. First,  want to say Australian
English is way harder than American English because we’ve been learning American English in Japan. When I first came to
Australia, I couldn’t understand what they were saying at all. Australians, often referred to as Aussie, tend to shorten the words
and add the “-ie" sound at the end, such as calling barbecue “barbie” and mosquito “mozzie.” Additionally, breakfast becomes
“brekkie.” There are other uniquely Australian English words like “arvo” for an afternoon “boot” for the trunk of the car,
“power point” for an outlet, and “capsicum” for a pepper. These Australian ; il
English words were confusing me when I first came to Australia. But now I can
understand some of the words @ Second is how friendly the Aussie is. Since
Adelaide where I lived was not a quite big city, I didn’t see as many people around
my house as when I lived in Tokyo. Despite that, every time I passed someone,
they said hello to me. I felt so happy when someone greeted me friendly. Finally,
Australia is of course known for its beautiful nature and wildlife. They have so
many stunning beaches and the sunsets
that 1 saw at the beach were always
beautiful. Moreover, if you’re lucky, you

can see wild kangaroos and koalas in

daily life. While I had the opportunity to , AT ,__h

see wild koalas once, they live up in the trees, so I couldn t geta close-up view of
. them. Therefore, I went to the zoo with my tennis teammate and saw koalas at close
range. [’d like you guys to know that Australia is the best country to feel its beautiful

nature, wildlife, and connection with local people!! ©
Makoto Kaitsu
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My Australian Adventure!

Hello everyone, I'm Kaya Nakahira, currently residing in Australia for the past
10 months. I'm thrilled to share my experiences from the heart of South Australia, —SeessSSs=———=
a charming city named Seaford, located right next to the ocean. My journey here
has been filled with new experiences and adventures. Seaford, which is located by the beach, has given me a lot of
opportunities to go down to the beach after school and on weekends, a pleasure | seldom enjoyed in Japan. During
summer, my host family and | often cool off at the beach while they train at the gym. One of the most exciting
aspects of my stay here has been the Australian schooling system. The educational approach here is quite different
from Japan, with less stress on constant testing and homework. It has been a refreshing change to have limited
homework and fewer tests. Additionally, the curriculum offers a unique range of subjects that we don't typically
find in Japan. For example, in Outdoor Education, we have been to camping trip in the second semester. Food and
Nutrition is another exciting subject where we get to cook something new every Tuesday. | even had the chance to
bring a taste of home to my classmates by cooking sushi! I look forward to sharing more about my Australian

journey with you all. Until my next update.
SR BEE <ERRELER>

iHola!, ;Qué tal? Me llamo Sho Suzuki. Ensefio inglés en el instituto de Igusa. Mucho gusto. | use Spanish because
| majored in it in the university. | studied in Spain for half a year when | was 21 years old. Let me share a little bit of my experience abroad.

Living in a new environment is always tough for you. When you do it in the environment where you have trouble in making yourself understood,
it gets even harder. After | arrived at Granada, which is located in the southern part of Spain, | could not talk with anybody around me for almost
2 weeks because | did not have a good command of Spanish. | was really worried about not having accomplished the goal to improve my Spanish
nor to get acquainted with new people. Maybe | was not brave enough and too shy. One day after school, | just joined a group of exchange
students to talk to them, which was really scary for me at that time, and they simply accepted me as if | were in the group from long ago. They told
me that they were curious about me since | was the only Asian student there but
they couldn’t talk to me because | looked so serious and as if | kept away from them. Classmates
| felt relieved to be able to be part of the class and surprised to know the way they :
thought about myself. Since that day, | started enjoying the class and other activities
with them. We studied, ate, and traveled a lot together. | learned a simple fact that |
cannot make myself understood unless | communicate with others in person.

Living in a community where you are a member of a minority group can also

be tough. After | stayed with my host family for 3 months, | looked for a new place to
live. | was looking for a shared apartment for exchange students. Some owners did not accept me just because | am not from European
country(maybe they were worried that we had some trouble because of my being different from them), but others did not care about where | was
from. At last, | came to live with other exchange students from different countries in an apartment close to the Alhambra. We had little in common
because we had different cultural back grounds. | was really annoyed by the way Jimmy Jump, from France, used the bathroom, and | often
annoyed him by cooking pasta in a poor way. He even got angry and we had a lot of
arguments about how | should cook pasta. We failed in cross-cultural understanding
when we thought BEING DIFFERENT IS STRANGE AND SO, WRONG. But still, we
had a really good time telling each other about our own culture, language, or way of
living. We sometimes succeeded in understanding each other when we thought
BEING DIFFERENT IS INTERESTING AND SO, WONDERFUL.
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i, CHRISTMAS

In the United Kingdom

In e United Kingdom Chrstmas = a family
hohgay! It 1s e ona day 2 year al famiigs coma
tagether, exchange gifts, shara a large roast dinpar
with Christmas crackers & play multiple gameas.

We celebrate Christmas Eve (247) Christmas
Day (257) & Boxing Day (26™)

On Christmas Eve, soma famikes allow ons
presant 1o be unwrepped. Most wil have pares!

On Christmas Day, we all wake up and open the

presents under tha trae. We ten play with our newl-

gifts before having a large roast dinnes, el’@n ;
cooked by the famdy or out n 8 restaurant v.,

On Boxing Day, we eat leflovers and play qamaé'. N f

Hannah Sensei's Traditional Christmas

This 15 ona of my favounte times of the year | love
Chrstmas! This yvear | wil calebrate Christmas in
Japan, away from my family (Mother, Father &
Sestar) for tha sacond hime.

Many peopk have Chnstmas tradibons My
family’s tradition Is Christmas Day 1able presents!
Wea unwrap gifts togathar in the maorming, however
after the roast dinner we each have ane more

present to open!

This Chnstmas will ba the first lime 1o celebyate
with my partner, | am very much lookng forward to
cacoratng and spanding Christmas day wath merp
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E PHILIPPINES
You would be surprised how long Flipincs

y /Ay celebrate Chrnistmas. For Filipinos, Christmas
A starts early in September till the first Sunday of
Ko January. There are a ot of feasting, exchanging
/ ’ % gifts. going 1o church, Christmas caroling and
=7 A singing
- Simbang Gabil

On the 16" of December, churches w¥l be

crowded with pecple attending the Simbang
Gabi. 1 is 2 series of nine cawn masses. We
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dont mind getting up earty and going to church
vV i stil sleepy Dbecause we believe that f we
. complete attending all the nine dawn masses;

our wishes will come true. Apparently, miné. cig
come true. And that is to come 10 Japan! L d
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Christmas Caroling
Singing is parnt of being a Filigino. As soon as
Septermber starts, Chrisimas songs fill the air,
Kids =n group go from house 1o house singing
Cnrnstmas carols in exchange for coins and
candies. | enjoyec this as a kid so much.

Noche Buena

On the 247 of December, we stay up late and
feast on lechon, ham, rice cakes, steamed
sticky rice and many more sweeis. Noche
Buena is & Dig, open house celebration with
farmily and friends. Neighbors also drop by the
housea, share their food anc wish everyons a
Nerry Christmas.

Chnistmas Is the time 1o be merry. From my family e ‘ ! ‘
to yours, we wish you a Merry = * ..:'; B
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