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Philadelphia becomes first major city to pass soda tax

Philadelphia on Thursday became the first major U.S. city to approve a tax on soft drinks.

By a vote of 13-4, the Philadelphia City Council approved a 1.5-cent-per-ounce tax that will affect sodas and
other sugary drinks, including teas, sports drinks and energy drinks. Drinks exempt from the tax are those
that are more than 50% fruit juice, vegetable juice or milk, said Lauren Hitt, the communications director for
the mayor's office.

The tax is expected to raise $91 million annually and fund city projects including pre-kindergarten
expansion, the creation of community schools and an investment in parks and recreation centers.
(https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2016/06/16/philadelphia-becomes-first-major-city-pass-soda-tax/8
5999128/)
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