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The rule of three is a writing principle, which suggests that three events, characters, ideas etc are more
effective at engaging the audience and telling a story. This is because three is usually the smallest number
possible to make a pattern, so it helps audiences to remember and understand events. The rule of three is
used everywhere- in stories (the three little pigs, the three musketeers), in slogans and catchphrases (“Stop,
Look and Listen”- a road safety campaign, “Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite”- the motto of the French Republic,
“Faster, Stronger, Higher”- Olympic motto) and in speeches (“veni, vidi, vici”- Julius Caesar, “Government
of the people, by the people, for the people”-Gettysburg address). In fact, three is such a magic number that
many speeches or slogans that used more than 3 points are often misremembered as just three (“blood, toil,
tears and sweat” referenced by Winston Churchill are usually remembered as just “blood, sweat and tears”).
Next time you’re making a presentation or writing a speech in English remember the rule of 3- when you’re
giving examples, reasons or making a powerful statement, two is too few and four is too many. Three is the
magic number.
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