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Hi everyone! It’s been about three months since | started staying in Waiuku, New

Zealand. The season has completely changed to autumn, and we are having more chilly
mornings and evenings, but | am doing great every day.



This month, we had our first school holiday. After Term 1 ended, we had a long break of
about two weeks, which was a very good time to refresh myself. During this holiday,
there was also a big event, Easter. At my house, | played an egg hunt with my host sister,
searching for chocolates hidden inside the house. We don't really have this event in
Japan, so it was a lot of fun to experience the local culture.

And the biggest event this month was participating in the "Waitomo Trail Run," which |
had been practicing for as my goal since | came to New Zealand! | joined it with my host
family and was able to run the 23km distance. During this event, we ran through the
great nature of New Zealand. | had an unforgettable experience running through
pastures with horses and sheep, crossing rivers, and going through limestone caves. It
started raining halfway through, and running through the wild nature with its many ups
and downs was tougher than | imagined, but the sense of accomplishment | felt when |
finished was amazing beyond words!

Also, | finally participated in the basketball tournament that | reported being selected for
last month! Furthermore, from now on, there will be basketball games every Thursday
after schoolin a neigh boring town called Pukekohe, and | also have netball games
coming up every Saturday. The season for both sports is finally getting into full swing. |
want to enjoy communicating beyond the language barrier through sports while playing
with my local teammates.

About a quarter of my study abroad life has passed, and | am starting to feel my own
personal growth little by little. | want to cherish every day of the remaining time so that |
can spend it without any regrets.
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