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Hi everyone! It’s been about two months since | came to Waiuku in Auckland, New
Zealand. The season is changing from summer to autumn, and it's starting to get a bit

chilly. I'm getting used to living here. This month was full of new experiences, like going
to Auckland City with my friends by public transport and participating a birthday party.



We had tests at school. The test style is totally different from Japan, so | was really
surprised. The tests continued for several days for each subject. Most of them were not
asking for simple knowledge. Instead, we had to write reports about how to apply the
knowledge we learned. | was especially surprised by the math test. We had time in class
to make a memo to bring to the test, and we were allowed to look at that paper during
the actual test. | realized that NZ education values understanding more than
memorization.

After school and on weekends, | enjoy making cookies at my friend's house and baking
bread with my host family. Also, I'm continuing my running from last month. I'm
planning to join a half-marathon next month, so | regularly run at least 5km, and
sometimes up to 25km to gain strength.

Also, | had great news this month! | am playing netball, and | finally joined the basketball
team, which | really wanted to do. The other day, we had trials to choose members for a
tournament in April, and | was selected for the team! I'm going to participate in the
tournamentin April!

About my English, there are still many things | can't hear or understand. But | feel like I'm
gradually getting better at trying to tell my thoughts in my own way. | hope my daily life
and new challenges make my life fulfilling.
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