Hi guys! Time flies too fast that I can’t believe it’s already been a month since I came to
Brisbane, Australia, for my study abroad program. For my first report, I want to share about
the facts of Australia and how I'm doing in school.

After arriving at Brisbane Airport, I spent time with 3 other students for 2 days of
orientation. In that orientation, we studied about how it is like living in Australia and how
Australian people speak. In Australia, there are so many slangs that are different from any
other countries. They make the word short like mosquito for mozzies, MacDonalds for Macas,
and BBQ for barbie. I felt difficulties with remembering those slangs but fortunately, our
generation doesn’t use slang very often, so it is okay when I speak with my friends. This slang
is usually used very often when I speak with elderly people. In Australia, people often talk to
others and when elderly people talk to me, I always can’t understand what they are saying
because they are using so many slangs that I've never heard of! The other thing I learned
during orientation is that Queensland has so many programs for people to live comfortably.
In Queensland, we only pay 50 cents to get on public transport! This is about 50 yen in Japan,
and it is only a program in Queensland. Also, I felt the means of transport are unique. Because
there’s a huge river, we have a City Cat which is a kind of ship going all the way over Brisbane
River. This City Cat is also available for 50cents and when I first got on this, I felt so impressed
that we have a lot of ways of travelling.

School life is fun, but it was my first biggest problem for me. For the first few days, I
didn’t know what to do or how to talk to others. To be honest, I did nothing for my first few
days because I didn’t encourage myself to talk to others, but some people talked to me when
I went to class. However, after a few days, 1 realized that they were just interested in
information countries and not me. They stopped talking to me after they knew a lot about
Japan and I felt worried that maybe I can’t make friends. So, the first thing I did was just talk,
talk, and talk. I encouraged myself to talk to someone like who's sitting next to me during the
class and tried a lot to talk about something they are interested in. Some people liked Japanese
anime, so it was easy for me to talk about it. By talking to many people, after a week, I found
that [ knew a lot of people in my grade now and we were able to share our favorite like what I
did with my friends in Japan.

Coming to Australia, I found a lot of difficulties than I was expected. However, I learned
that when I find difficulties, encouraging myself is very important. Even making small goals
each day changed my school life here. I still have 9 more months left and I feel like it’s going
to be a hard year for me. But so far, 'm having a lot of fun with my friends and host family!!

Thank you for reading!
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