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Hi everyone! What's the weather like in Japan? It’s always hot in Arizona, so | can’t
remember what last year was like. | feel bad for my mom because she sent me my winter
jacketin case it gets cold. However, | haven't used it, and it's already getting hot. |
appreciate the sun shining every day, since I'm not a big fan of rain. However, | think it
needs a break. It's working too hard for us. | want to give it a spring break so it can sleep in.
Just kidding!

Anyway, how was your Valentine’s Day? It was interesting to experience an American-style
Valentine’s Day. In Japan, girls usually buy or make treats for their partners or friends on
that day. It was a little different here. | saw many boys giving flowers and gifts to their
partners at school. Younger kids exchange small gifts at school. My host sisters were
making Valentine's Day boxes for their friends to put gifts in. One of my host sisters loves
Harry Potter, so she made a big, Harry Potter-themed box. Another host sister was making
a small, cute box. Although we didn't celebrate Valentine's Day at school, we had a party
with other exchange students. We got to experience the American tradition of celebrating
Valentine's Day. Instead of making boxes, we painted paper bags. This party is sometimes
called a "Galentine's Day" party when only girls attend.

Another interesting thing | did was watch bull riding. It's what cowboys do, and I'd never
seen itin Japan. Before that, | went to Old Town Scottsdale. There are lots of restaurants,



souvenir shops, clothing stores, and stores selling Native American goods. It was crowded
with tourists. My local coordinator (LC), a friend, and | went to a fancy food place where
they served ice cream and drinks. | had banana bread with pineapple cream cheese, which
was delicious. | really liked it. There were flowers everywhere, which | don't see much
where | live. Some people were riding in a bike car (I’'m not sure what it's called), while
drinking beer and singing aloud. It looked like fun. Then, we visited my LC's best friend. Her
house is nice, and she wants to host a Japanese student next year. I’m sure the student will
have so much fun! After that, we went to In-N-Out for dinner before watching bull riding.
I've eaten at In-N-Out a few times, but | don't know why it's so popular because the food
just tastes normal to me. What | like about In-N-Out is that they only have three types of
burgers, so ordering is easy. That was helpful when I first arrived because | wasn’t confident
enough yet. It was interesting that every time | ordered a burger, | was asked if | wanted
onions on it.

Finally, we arrived at the bull riding arena. The show had two parts. We had time before the
first one, so we took pictures and hung around. Most of the people there were adults, as
there was a bar where they could drink alcohol. It was late and cold, and | was shivering
before the show started. However, | forgot about that once it began. | think bull riders are
cool, butl wouldn't do it. It's too risky.

It's not easy living in another country without your family or friends, and | have a hard time
every day. That's how | learn. Sometimes, though, | feel like giving up and going back to my
comfort zone. What | want to say is that what you see on social media isn't everything. To
be honest, | only post fun stuff, but | wouldn't say that I'm just having fun living in the United
States. | know I'm lucky to have the opportunity to study abroad, but it requires a lot.

Thank you for reading my monthly report. Have a wonderful day!

HEEER 18 Hl XY — 24 —FRES 138 M- H

MNikuman at the festival 2Old Town Scottsdale "™Where | had a delicious banana bread
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MBull riding place *Cowboys before the show

VBull riding show (it’s better to watch a video... but you can still see it on my pictures too)




