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Hello! Before I knew it, it was already February. Time really does fly, and my study abroad
experience is finally coming to an end. Although it feels strange to think that I’ll be heading back
home in May, I am cherishing every single day here and making the most of each moment.
Recently, Arizona has started to feel like spring, with gradually rising temperatures. There are
more and more days when it feels hot during the day — it truly feels like the 'quintessential
Arizona' climate I had always imagined! Since there are so many sunny days, my friends and I
often spend our afternoons hanging out outdoors.



1. The volleyball team

Now that February has arrived, training for the school volleyball team has officially begun in
earnest. I was actually on the volleyball team at my school in Japan, so I'm thrilled to have the
chance to play the sport I love again here in America. Practices can be tough and certainly tiring
at times, but training and sweating it out alongside my teammates is incredibly fun. Initially, I
was a little confused because the rules and playing style were slightly different to what I was
used to back home, but lately, I’ve gradually started to get the hang of things. Thanks to
volleyball, I’ve made some new friends and my school life is more fulfilling than ever.

2. Arizona weather

As I mentioned earlier, temperatures have been rising lately, and there are days when it feels
quite hot during the day. The Arizona sky is truly beautiful, and one of its defining
characteristics is just how many sunny days there are. After school, my friends and I often chat,
take walks or play sports together.

3. My birthday

My birthday also falls this month. My host family celebrated with me and we all went out for a
meal together. My friends at school also wished me a happy birthday, which filled my heart with
happiness. Being celebrated by so many people made for a truly wonderful birthday.

Although my study abroad journey is coming to an end soon, I intend to cherish every single day
right up until the very last one. Thank you for reading!
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