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Hi everyone! It’s been about a month since | arrived in Waiuku in Auckland, New
Zealand.

It’s summer in NZ now, but it’s not too hot like Japan, and the weather is nice and
comfortable. At first, | was a little confused by the different environment, but I'm slowly
getting used to it and enjoying every day.

My host family is from the Philippines, and they are very active. After school and on
weekends, we often go running or hiking together and have parties. In April, my host
family and | will join a running event called the "Waitomo Trail Run". | am practicing hard
for it.

At school, we have five periods a day, and each class is an hour long. And we have
morning tea between the 2nd and 3rd periods. We can eat snacks and fruits during that
time. | was surprised that we don't have break time between classes. We go to the next
room right after class ends, so there is no strict start time for the next lesson.

The teaching style is also totally different from Japan. We spend most of our time
working on our laptops and having discussions. The teachers just lecture us on
everything. So, I've realized it is important to act by myself.

For school events, | went to watch a rughy game and joined Sports Day. Sports Day in NZ
is very different from Japanese sports festivals. We could choose the events we wanted
to do, and it was so exciting!

For club activities, | am going to play Netball. It is a popular sportin NZ, and the game is
like basketball. To be honest, | wanted to join the basketball team, but their season
doesn’t start until term2. Since | really love basketball, | am looking for a local club team
outside of school to join now!

There are still many things | am not used to, but | willdo my best and keep trying new
things. | have 9 months left, and | want to enjoy every moment here.

Thank you for reading!

AESK 18 HiE XK —KX—BREZFE 14 H4E H-K



