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Hello, everyone! My favorite season has arrived. I didn’t see any cherry blossom trees in
Arizona, but I did see other beautiful flowers. How are things in Tokyo? Last year, [ wasn’t
ready to study abroad. [ kept saying I was nervous, but the truth was that living in a foreign
country without my family wasn't realistic for me. If I could go back, I would take my English

lessons more seriously. Anyway, here’s what I did this month.

During spring break, I traveled to Flagstaff, Grand Canyon, and Sedona with one of the local
coordinators. I had missed several opportunities to visit the Grand Canyon, which I had
wanted to see since the beginning of my study abroad program. Since the local coordinator’s
house is in Phoenix, my host family drove me there. I knew there would be a big difference
even within Arizona. Mesa, where [ live, is more desert-like, but Phoenix is greener, kind of
like Tokyo. Another girl was coming with us, and I realized she had much less baggage than I
did. I had a big backpack, a small suitcase, and a few other bags, but she only brought one
small suitcase that was only half full. 'm already scared about whatit's going to be like when

I go back to Japan. I'm pretty sure that most of my things won't fit in the luggage.



First, we headed to Flagstaff, where there’s another house where we stayed. It was a huge,
nice, wooden house. Since it's in the mountains, it was cold in the morning and evening, but

the weather was perfect during the day. We had pizza for dinner and played games afterwards.

The next day, we visited the Grand Canyon. I was surprised to learn that foreigners had to
pay about $100 to visit. It was amazing, even though many people had told me it was just a
huge hole in the ground. I thought we could climb it, so I was disappointed when I found out
that we couldn’t, but I still enjoyed italot. Some places had guardrails and some didn't, which
scared me. We stayed there for more than three hours and walked four miles. We could have
taken the bus, but I wanted to see the scenery, so I kept walking. I don't have many
opportunities to walk in Arizona, so it was fun to walk so much. After that, we headed home.
We made dinner. We had grilled salmon with vegetables and rice. It was the best meal I've
ever had in the United States.

We had several options for things to do during the last two days. Since it was spring break,
there were many tourists. We decided to go to Sedona that morning, but there was too much
traffic. We went to the famous chapel and Bell Rock, but we couldn't make it to the city. In
the afternoon, we went to the Snow Bowl. It's a snowy mountain. I thought it would be cold,
so | wore a winter jacket and boots, but it wasn't. There were people skiing, but they were
wearing summer clothes. I was surprised, but I guess it's kind of normal here in Arizona. We
took a gondola to the top of the mountain, but the attendant told us that we couldn't exit the
gondola during ski season. The scenery was beautiful, but [ was excited to feel the snow, so I
was a little disappointed. After that, we had extra time, so we went to Downtown Flagstaff. [
liked the way the buildings looked. We went to a really deliciousice cream shop where I tried
mango and raspberry flavors. The best! From the veranda of the haunted hotel, we could see

the whole town. On our way home, we stopped by a popular pie store in the state. It was great!

[ don't have much more time to spend in the United States. However, 'm grateful that I got
to meet the Local Coordinator and tell her about myself. I learned that I should never give up
on accomplishing my goals and that there are multiple ways to approach them. I want to
continue meeting new people. Even though we can’t spend much time together, great

opportunities will always arise.

Thank you, and have a great day, everyone! See you soon!
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