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Hello, everyonel! It’s already October, and it’s getting cooler in Arizona. Most days
exceeded 40°C. My host family told me that it’s going to get even cooler and it’ll be more
comfortable to go out. So, I'm so excited to see how it changes from now until fall and

winter. Today, I'm going to talk about some interesting experiences that I had in September.

[Japanese Foods / Asian Markets]

I found that there are some places where I felt like [ was in Japan. Last month, I had the
opportunity to eatfoods at a Japanese restaurant, and I tried Sushi, Gyoza, and Tempura. I
was impressed because it had been a long time since I had Japanese food.

There are also stores called “Asian Markets” where we can buy some products from Asian

countries and [ was able to buy Japanese snacks that I didn’t think I could find here.

[Chase Field)

In September, I had the opportunity to go watch a baseball game. This time, I cheered on
the Arizona Diamondbacks, who play at Chase Field in downtown Phoenix. I was so glad
because watching a baseball game here was one of my dreams. Audiences were doing all
kinds of things like booing and screaming, and I felt like it was completely free. Also,
everyone stood up and sang “Take Me Out To The Ball Game” after the 7% inning stretch. I

had seen that many times on TV in Japan, so I was impressed to actually see it.

[Fall Break]

We have a fall break here, which Japan doesn’t have. [ had a 2-week break from late
September to early October. [ was surprised that teachers don’t give students homework
during vacation. Thanks to that, we could spend time so freely. They seem to think it is
important to value children’s autonomy. I enjoyed bowling and shopping with my host

family and hanging out with friends from school.

I'm gradually getting used to living with my host family, and I feel like I've improved my
English conversational skills. My host mother told me “You've gotten so much better at
English since the first time you came here.” I was so glad to hear that, and it gave me the
courage to speak English more. In the next month, there will be many events where I can

compare Japan and the US, such as Homecoming and Halloween, so I can’t wait for them!!!
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