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Hello everyone! I’ve been studying in Mesa, Arizona, USA, since July. Studying abroad has been much
harder than | expected, but I’m learning lots of new things and I’m really enjoying it. In this report, I’'m
going to write about how | spent my first month there.

During our two-day stay in a hotel, we attended an orientation session run by the Tokyo Board of
Education and an US exchange program organization. They told us about important rules and holidays, as
well as tips for a successful study abroad experience. Then we took a quiz about the homestay program
and created our own vision board. These activities made me realize that | am going to be studying abroad
for ten months. We then met our local coordinators, ate lunch with them and had the opportunity to ask
questions. Afterwards, we met our host family and went to our new home.

Since | had ten days of 'summer vacation' before school started, | went to lots of places with my host
family, such as bowling and shopping. Everything was new to me and different from Japan. | will write
about the things that surprised me in my next report.



The most challenging thing for me was English. | have been studying English since elementary school, but
the English taught in Japan and spoken in America are very different. | was good at listening in Japan, but |
couldn't understand real-life conversations. | was sad that | couldn’t continue conversations or have

deep discussions. However, | kept trying, and now | can understand much more than | could a month ago.

At school, | am taking sophomore English, pre-calculus, chemistry, principles of biomedical science,
American history, culinary arts, racket sports and French. There are many exchange students and most of
them are German. Students from other countries seem to speak English well to me, their English sounds
perfect! I’'min Year 10, which is called sophomore, but an American student with the same birthday
would be in Year 11, junior. This is because the school year starts in April in Japan, but in July at my
school. It’s sometimes hard to explain to my friends. | want to improve my English so that | can talk to my
friends more easily.

Lastly, | miss Japan. | don't see many things from Japan here. Even when | go to the Asian market, there’s
only a small selection of Japanese food. It’s interesting to see Japanese things that I’'ve never seen in
Japan before. My goal is to dream in English. | hope that one day | will be able to think in English without
even realizing it.

Thank you for reading! Have a great day!
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