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Hey guys! I decided to write my study abroad journal in both Japanese and English with

different content in each language. This time, I'll talk about my school life.

[Finals]

We had finals at the end of 1% semester which is called HiZK7{# in Japanese, and I
noticed some differences between American and Japanese finals. First, all the tests were
online. In the U.S., only a few tests use paper, and we used laptops for finals as well. Second,
we can use cheating sheets on the tests. Some teachers encourage us to make cheating sheets
and use them on the tests to get good scores.

[ was so nervous about finals because we couldn’t retake the finals, which means we can
take the tests again if we are not satisfied about the test scores, but I got passing scores in all

my classes, which made me happy and relieved.

[Winterguard]

I'm on the Winterguard team at the school this season. Winterguard is a performance
sport where dancers use flags, rifles, and sabers with dance and movement to tell a story,
often competing indoors to music. I tried out for the team because I wanted to try new
things while I'm in the U.S., which was also one of my goals for this exchange year. It was so
hard for me to make the team because others had already participated in this program, and
they were so good at using and tossing flags which was difficult for me to learn. However, 1
practiced a lot, and I made the team!! It’s an experience that gives me courage all the time. |
enjoy it a lot and I can’t wait for a wonderful season. We have couple of competitions in

January, and I'm really excited for them!

By the way, I want to tell you about sunrises and sunsets in Arizona.
As you can see in the picture on the left, the sunsets and sunrises in
this area are so amazing that even my friend who lives here tells me
“The sunset here is the best in the world!” And I actually agree!
They’re really beautiful, and we can see sunsets like this almost every

day! I hadn’t seen sunsets like this in Japan, so I really love seeing them

here!!
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