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Hi everyone! I can’t believe that it’s already 2026. I was a bit sad
because I missed celebrating the new year in the Japanese way, like
going to the shrine and eating osechi. However, I was able to
experience how people in America celebrate the New Year, so it wasn’+t
bad. I was also able to take a 2-week break from school, in which I was
able to relax a lot and sort my feelings out.

I also really love American Christmas by the way. We gathered at my
host family’s relative’s house and played Christmas games, and I got
$50 as a prize. And I also love the big Christmas tree they set up in the
corner of the living room. It’s so cute. We typically don’t have such a
big Christmas tree in Japanese house so it’s very interesting. My host

family got me AirPods 4! And the other family got me fragrances, gift

cards and body cream. I’m so happy!
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