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Hello! Half of my time studying abroad has already passed. The weather is very different
to what I expected when I first arrived in Arizona, and I now need to wear lots of layers.
As someone who is naturally sensitive to cold weather, I am really struggling with this
season. Nevertheless, I prefer cold weather to the hot one, and I especially enjoyed

December because there were so many events.

Guitar Concert: Similar to the guitar concert in late September, there was another
concert for my school's guitar class. It was more of a performance showcase, and most of
the audience were parents and siblings, so [ wasn't too nervous. At the previous concert,
many songs were performed by the whole class, but this time we split into smaller groups
and performed individually, which felt like a new experience. My group played
"Boulevard of Broken Dreams" by Green Day, one of my favourite songs, and I

personally had a great time.

Christmas here was one of the biggest events of the year. It was completely different
from Christmas in Japan, with lots of presents, and I had a wonderful time. We had a
party, and just like Thanksgiving, relatives gathered. I spent time playing with my cousin,

just as I did last time. It was fun.
Flagstaft Trip

During the December holidays, I went on a trip with my host family. First, we went to
the Grand Canyon. It was an immense and breathtaking sight. I only saw a small part of

it, but I was still amazed by its sheer size. As someone who enjoys beautiful scenery, I



was glad [ came to Arizona. The next day, we went snow tubing, which involves sliding
down snowy slopes on a tube. Although it looked artificial, it felt just like real snow,

which made me realise once again the greatness of modern technology. Overall, it was a

fun two-night, three-day trip.
Thank you for reading, and see you soon!
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