Hi guys! Surprisingly, my exchange year is almost halfway done! | always yap with my friends that how fast
the time goes. | can’t believe it's already December.

At the end of October, | changed my host family. | had a hard time living there because a dryer for clothes
was broken for a month and they were mostly vegetarian. | do eat meat, so | was always hungry. Also,
since the host siblings were all old, they were living their own lives. They do most of the things
independently. So, | was feeling lonely and sad all the time. Moving was not easy, for sure, but the new
host family is so nice. I’'m having a good time with them. | learned that giving up is also very important to
protect myself.

On November 27, we had Thanksgiving dinner! | went to my host uncle’s house. Many relatives of my host
mom were there. [t was so surprising that my host uncle’s wife’s ex-husband and his new wife and their
kids were also there. People here are quite tolerant of divorce and couple times of marriage.

On November 28, my friends and | went to the biggest mall in our town. There were many people for sure
because 28th of November is black Friday! People here get crazy about this day that they start lining up
before the store opens. My friend, who works at a big mall, told me that people were lining up before 5 in
the morning.
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