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Hi everyone! How are you doing? Is it cold in Japan? One hundred days have passed since
| arrived in the U.S. I’'m thankful for everyone who helped me study abroad, both in Japan
and the US. Without those people, | wouldn't have been able to have such a precious
experience. This includes you, the reader. This report always reminds me of how amazing
my life is. | already have a lot of regrets, so | hope to do better in the coming months.



I’m going to write about what | did after homecoming. In the second half of October, |
played my last badminton game. | played as a junior varsity for three months, from the
beginning of the school year. Playing badminton every day wasn't new to me since |
belonged to a badminton club in Japan but having games every week was surprising and
exciting. | remember the day before the tryout when a friend from another school told me
that it was the next day. | hadn't realized that until then, so | started filling out the
paperwork right away. Luckily, my host sister had done badminton tryout before, so she
helped me. At Hakuo, there was no limit to how many players could be on a team, so | was
nervous when the coach said only 15 people could join. After three days of tryouts, | made
the team! Afterwards, | practiced every day after school in the small gym, played home
games in the big gym, and played away games against schools in Arizona. | enjoyed
playing badminton, but what | remember most is the time | spent with my teammates.
Since the badminton team started at the beginning of the school year, | wasn’t used to
speaking English, so | lacked the confidence to start talking to people. However, during the
tryouts, many people came to talk to me, and | became friends with them. For me,
badminton is not just a sport; it's also a way to interact with new people.

For most people, the biggest event in October might be Halloween. In Japan, people
started celebrating Halloween in the 1970s, so it's not a traditional event. In the US,
however, Irish and Scottish immigrants introduced the holiday in the 19th century, so it
feels like a big family event to me. Personally, | threw a Halloween party with all the
exchange students a week beforehand and celebrated with my friends on the actual day.
Trick-or-treating was always something for kids, so | never expected to do it again. |
remember how exciting it was. | was surprised that we could go trick-or-treating to any
house; it didn't need to be in our own neighborhood. | love connecting with people I've
never met before, people | wouldn't have met if | hadn't decided to go trick-or-treating.

Thank you for reading my report. Have a great day!
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