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ROMFEDXEZHAT, HEDEMITER LIV,

(* FlOF TV HEE - GEAICIE, ALDb eI U] 3d50)

Alice is a high school student from America. She is now studying at Tamadaira high

school. Eriko is her best friend and she had an experience of studying abroad in Australia.

Now they are talking in the hall during the lunch break.

Eriko:

Alice:

Eriko:

Alice:

Eriko:

Alice:

Eriko:

Alice:
Eriko:

Alice, it has been three months since you came to Japan. Is everything all right
with you? I mean, sometimes you don't look happy. What are you worried about?

You know, I have always been very shy and quiet. And there is nothing special
about me, so I have always felt I need something to be *confident about. Before I
came here, [ thought studying in Japan would make me a little more confident. I
even thought it would be a great chance to change my *personality. But now,

sometimes I think maybe nothing has changed.

(1)-a ‘ Alice. You should be confident about yourself because

you *applied to study here and passed the test! Studying abroad is a big challenge

for anybody. I know it's not an easy thing to do.

(1)-b ‘ Eriko. But I have another problem, too. Before I came

to Japan, I was hoping I could be friends with many people here, but now I talk to

just a few friends in my class.

(1)-c ‘ Alice. It takes some time before you can make friends

with many people. And it’s difficult, especially when you are in a foreign country.

I know I have to work harder on my Japanese. And it is important to become more
friendly with my classmates, but I can't. I am too *self-conscious and always worry
how I look to other people.

You know, Alice, I have read many books on *psychology. I have always wanted to
know how our *minds work. I learned so many things from those books.

(2)
That's great. I'd like to know what you learned. Tell me.

OK. One of the important lessons is this: it is very difficult to change how other
people think of you. I am *chairperson of the *student council, and maybe people in
this school think I am always active and very friendly. But they don't know I am shy
and love being alone. Of course, it is OK for them to have some *images of me, but

they don’t know the different sides of my personality. So, here is my advice to you.



Do not care what other people think of you.
Alice: That's deep, Eriko. And now I understand why you are never afraid to tell your

opinion. I really want to be so strong and confident like you.

Eriko: Have you ever heard this Japanese expression (3}“kyara wo enjiru?”

Alice: I think I've heard it before but I'm not sure what it really means.

Eriko: This expression *literally means playing a *fictional character.

Alice: I see. So, “kyara” comes from the English word character and “enjiru” means to

play a character. Am I right?
Eriko: Yes. But, at the same time, this expression means trying to act like a different
person. Of course, you know “kyara” also means some kind of personality. Right?
Alice: Yes, but “kyara wo enjiru” sounds like a bad idea to me. Is it the same as *hiding

your true self and *pretending to be a different character?

Eriko: Maybe yes, but in my opinion, (4) Actually, it helped me a
lot when I tried to change my personality.

Alice: What do you mean, Eriko? Why did you think you had to change yourself? And
when did this happen?

Eriko: You might not believe this, but I was a different type of person in my junior high
school days.

Alice: Really? How were you back then?

Eriko: Just like you, Alice. I was shy and quiet. At school, I didn't have many friends to
talk with. And(s) [ D1 @ people 3 me @ thought (&) worried (® other (7) what
about (9) always ].

Alice: I can't believe that! I really want to know how you changed your personality.

Alice and Eriko see Ms. Vega, one of the English teachers in the school, walking toward them.

Eriko: Hi, Ms. Vega!

Ms. Vega: Hi, Eriko and Alice! Were you two having a serious (6)-a ? Is everything
all right?

Alice: It's OK, Ms. Vega. We are good. Eriko just listened to my problems and gave me

some (6)-b . You know, Ms. Vega, Eriko has read many books on psychology
and knows a lot about it.

Ms. Vega: Sounds great, Eriko. I read some books on psychology while I was in college and
I am still interested in it.

Eriko: I have a question, Ms. Vega. Do you know the expression “kyara wo enjiru?”
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Ms. Vega:
Eriko:

Ms. Vega:
Eriko:

Alice:
Ms. Vega:

Alice:
Eriko:

Alice:
Eriko:

Ms. Vega:

Eriko:

Alice:

Eriko:

Ms. Vega:

Eriko:

Ms. Vega:

Eriko:
Alice:

Eriko:

Of course, I know it. Sometimes I hear our students use it.

Some people say “kyara wo enjiru” is almost like telling a (6)-c and others
say it is the wrong thing to do.

Actually, I don't know much about it, but it just doesn't sound like a great idea to me.

Ms. Vega, I believe “kyara wo enjiru” can be one of the useful ways to change our
personality.

And she used the idea when she changed her personality.

That sounds interesting. Let us hear your , Eriko.

Right! I really want to know how you changed your personality.

OK. So, where should I begin? Let me see. Well, when I was in junior high
school, I was very shy and quiet. Although my test grades were good, there was
nothing else special about me.

I can't believe it! You were really like me!

Yes, I was. I don't remember how it started, but people started to *treat me like
someone special because of my test grades. You know, in Japanese, we call that type
of student “yu-tou-sei” and that was my “kyara” in those days.

So, how did you feel about the “yu-tou-sei kyara?”

‘ (7)-a ‘ I always felt I had to *live up to that image. It was not

an easy thing to do.
Maybe I can understand how you felt. So, were you feeling like “kyara wo enjiru”

all the time?

Yes, I was! But at the same time, (7)-b ‘ It was so strange, but
I was always trying to play the “yu-tou-sei kyara.”

Sometimes our minds work in strange ways.

I agree with you, Ms. Vega. ‘ (7)-c I often said to myself, “If I

act differently, what will other people think of me? Will they laugh at me? Am I
going to lose my ‘yu-tou-sei kyara™?”

I know how you felt at that time. Sometimes young people are not sure who they
are and they try to live up to other people’s image of themselves.

| (7)-d

So, how did you change the “yu-tou-sei kyara?” I mean, did you do something
special to change your image?

I decided to change my “kyara” when I started high school. T thought I had to try
something new to become my *ideal self. Joining the dance club was the first and

biggest step for me.



Alice: What was it like?

Eriko: The dance club was the perfect place for me to create my new image. I had to
show my feelings through dancing. I didn't want to be a quiet and shy girl any more.
So, I tried very hard to become something different.

Ms. Vega:  So, you tried “kyara wo enjiru” once again, right?

Eriko: That's right! (SlBut it was different this time. It was my own decision. I worked
hard on my new image and I became more active and confident. Later, [ even applied
to study in Australia and passed the test!

Alice: What a great story! You created a new image for yourself and tried very hard to be
your ideal self.

Ms. Vega: That's really amazing, Eriko. You know, many young people today are too self-
conscious and some of them are *caught up in one “kyara.” It is sad to see that they
don't realize their *potential.

Eriko: I know how they feel because I was one of them. But they should realize that they
can change themselves if they try hard.

Ms. Vega: Right. I want all of them to hear your story and realize they can change their lives.

Alice: Thank you very much for your advice, Eriko. I shouldn’t care too much how other
people think of me. And today I learned one of the most important life lessons:

(9) |

Eriko: That's right. And don't forget “kyara wo enjiru” is not such a bad idea. Actually, it
can help you!

Alice: OK, I'll remember that!

(GE) confident HIE2'H 5 personality PE#%
apply to ~IZHI LA self-conscious H %53‘361%. %’Jﬁ S
psychology /L~FE% mind /[
chairperson X student council AEfESR
image A A —Y literally 3Ll D) 121
fictional ZRZ2D hide F&§
pretend 50 %9 5% treat 9
liveupto ~IZIEBZ 5 ideal HAHD
caughtupin ~I2& 5N T3 potential HIERES]



(M1) ALomhicésd 12, | (1)-a |~ ] (1)-c |
OHFIZ, FNEFNROA~DDOLEANL L E, ZOMAEDLEE L Tid#HY)
RYDIIROT ~HDOHRTIEEND,

A Oh, don't say that,

B  That's really amazing,

C Don't worry too much,

D Thank you for saying so,

. W || | (Wb (1)-c

7 A B C
1 A D B
7 A D C
I C B A
x C B D
s C D B

(2] , 1 learned so many things from those books EDH DD, KL THERXLN TV HNE
EEEDZDHDIIXROBTIIEND,

77 Eriko learned that trying to change other people’s image of herself is very difficult.

1 Eriko learned that she shouldn’t worry about different people having different images
of her.

7 Eriko learned that she has to be always active and friendly as chairperson of the
student council.

I Eriko learned that it is very hard for other people to know everything about her

personality.



(3] ookyara wo enjiru?” L dH B, ZO I LIZHT SR ORI & L CEYITEWD
DIFROFTIE END,

77 “Kyara wo enjiru” literally means to hide our true self.

4 “Kyara wo enjiru” literally means to play a fictional character.

rJ  One of the meanings of “kyara wo enjiru” is trying to act like a different person.
I

One of the meanings of “kyara wo enjiru” is pretending to be a different character.

(M4) RXOBENIEI L)1, | (4) CHEEE ANS L&, WD
W72 b DIFROFTIZEN D,

7 sometimes “kyara wo enjiru” really works.
1 “kyara wo enjiru” is always an easy thing to do.
) sometimes “kyara wo enjiru” helps you to hide your true self.

I “kyara wo enjiru” is always necessary to understand your personality.

(5] B [(D1® people @ me @ thought 5) worried (6) other (7) what (8) about (9 always ]
L& DD, ALOWUIED L1, [ ] NOBGEEZIEL izt &,
SFEHLS5FRBL7HFERIKZ2D0DMAGDLELELTRDEY 2D DITRD
T~HORTIEEND
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(6] AXLOWHIZEI LI, | 6)a |~ (6-d |ohiz, koHEEZ AR
Hrx, ZFORMAELEELT, RLEWEDDIZKROT~HOPTIEEND

7 (6)-a discussion (6)-b advice  (6)-c truth  (6)-d story
4 (6)-a meeting (6)-b story (6)-c lie (6)-d advice
rJ) (6)-a discussion (6)-b advice (6)-c lie (6)-d story
I (6)-a meeting (6)-b story (6)-c truth (6)-d advice
# (6)-a discussion (6)-b story (6)-c lie (6)-d advice
71 (6)-a meeting (6)-b advice  (6)-c truth  (6)-d story
(M7) AXOBED LI, | (7)-a |~ | (7)-d |

OHIZ, TNENROA~DOXE ANLLE, TOMAGDELE L TR Y]
HDIROT ~HOHPTIZEND

A 1 think I was like that.

B I was not happy about that image.

C I was very self-conscious at that time.

D TIknew I didn't want to lose that image.

 ma | @b | e ] (md ]

7 C A D B
1 B D A C
7 C D B A
T B D C A
* C D A B
5 B A C D




(f8) ,But it was different this time & & 5725, Eriko 2% 9 %z A H L L CHEYITH
WEDIZRDOHPTIE END

77 Because she decided to try to create her new image.

1 Because she was trying something new to become her ideal self.

) Because it was difficult for her to act differently and change her image.

I Because it was not necessary for her to live up to other people’s image of her.

(M9) AXoHEhizaEd L1,
W) 72 b DIFZRDOPTIZ EN D,

(9) SRR AND L X, D

77 You shouldn’t work hard on your new image if you really want to change your life.

1 You should do something about your image if you really want to change your
personality.

7 You should live up to other people’s image of yourself if you really want to become
your ideal self.

I You shouldn't worry too much about your image if you really want to have a lot of

friends to talk to.

(R 10) KZLONKEGSTWDEHDE, ROFT~HOHPHZ DB S\,

77 Eriko is worried about Alice because Alice doesn't understand studying abroad is a
big challenge for anybody.

1 Eriko said that Alice should stop worrying about her image and talk more to her
classmates.

7 Alice wants to become confident about herself and to be able to tell her opinion like
Eriko.

I Ms. Vega has read some books on psychology and believes that “kyara wo enjiru” is
the wrong thing to do.

7 When Eriko was in junior high school, she always tried to get good grades on tests
because she needed something to be confident about.

71 Ms. Vega thinks that some young people are not confident about themselves and try

to live up to other people’s image of themselves.
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(* FlOF TV HEE - GEAICIE, ALDb eI U] 3d50)

Many students from foreign countries are studying traditional Japanese culture in
Tamadaira University. Today, they are listening to a lecture on Rakugo by a Japanese Rakugo

*storyteller.

Rakugo is traditional Japanese *storytelling of funny stories about people’s lives. Rakugo
has a long history. People say that Rakugo first came from a book called “Sei Sui Shou” in
1623. The writer was Sakuden Anrakuan. The book has a lot of funny stories about people’s

lives. Some stories in it are still told today.

It is difficult to know who the first Rakugo storyteller was. ‘ (1)-a ‘ ‘ (1)-b ‘
W || - |

There are two local styles of Rakugo. They are Kamigata Rakugo and Edo Rakugo.
Rakugo first became popular around the Kansai area. Then, it also became popular in Tokyo.
Today, Rakugo done around the Kansai area is called “Kamigata Rakugo,” and Rakugo in Tokyo
is called “Edo Rakugo.” There are several differences between them. For example, Rakugo
storytellers of Kamigata Rakugo use a small desk called kendai as a futon, a bathtub, and so on.
However, Rakugo storytellers of Edo Rakugo don't use it.

Through its history, Edo Rakugo has decided to use some of the good points of Kamigata
Rakugo. One of them is debayashi, music played just before Rakugo storytellers go on stage.
Kamigata Rakugo was often done outside as a street performance, so *musical instruments such
as taiko, a Japanese drum, were used to *attract the attention of people walking by the street.
During the Taisho period, a lot of Rakugo storytellers in Edo went to Kyoto for work. At that
time, they thought using debayashi was a nice idea. When they came back to Edo, they started
to use it on the stage. Now, debayashi is usually used in Edo Rakugo.

Rakugo has a history of about 400 years.  Why has it attracted people for such a long time?

In my opinion, Rakugo attracts many people because it is about the life of *ordinary people.
Many people *empathize with the stories because ordinary people are the main characters.
Usually, they aren’t very rich, and most of them do their best to live every day. Sometimes, they
solve their difficulties or problems because they are *tough or clever. Also, Rakugo stories are
often about mistakes or *weaknesses of people. Usually, the characters in Rakugo aren’t
perfect. When you listen to Rakugo, you feel *relieved to know that no one is perfect.

You can understand Rakugo better if you learn about another traditional storytelling called

“Kodan.” Kodan and Rakugo seem similar. Both storytellers wear kimono and speak alone on

_10_



the stage. But there is a great difference between Kodan and Rakugo. Rakugo is about ordinary
people, but Kodan is usually about great people. While Rakugo often tells us about mistakes or
weaknesses of people, Kodan stories tell us about the histories of great people and encourage us
to live like them. Kodan became popular among samurai in the Edo period because it was
about how to live as a samurai. It was also used to teach children the history and *courtesy of
samurai. Even today, some Kodan stories are made into movies or dramas. Do you know about
Chushingura, or the forty-seven ronin? This story is very popular. It is about brave samurai.
Forty-seven of the Asano *clan’s samurai tried to hurt Kouzukenosuke Kira to show that they

were *faithful. We can say that this story is about faithful samurai.

Some Rakugo storytellers, on the other hand, have o2 different opinion about Chushingura.
Danshi Tatekawa, a famous Rakugo storyteller, was one of them. He said, “Do you really
believe that the Asano clan only had forty-seven samurai? I don't think so. I think some of the
samurai didn't take part in the *attack. Maybe they told a lie like this: T'm sick in bed now.’
Maybe they stayed at home and didn't join the attack. Nobody wants to *be in danger, right?
Some people may say that such samurai were not faithful, but I disagree because sometimes we
can't have such a strong *will. It's difficult to be perfect all the time. Rakugo should be about
such *aspects of human nature.”

I agree with Mr. Tatekawa's opinion. Sometimes, we can't be perfect. We don't have a
strong will every day. We sometimes make mistakes in everyday life and worry about them.
When we listen to Rakugo stories, we may learn the following lessons: “You made a mistake
this time, but don't worry. It's not the end of the world. Everyone makes mistakes,” or
“Sometimes you cannot realize your goal because of your weakness or *laziness, but it's OK.
Everybody is just like you.” Rakugo is not about perfect people or great people, but about
ordinary people. Through Rakugo, we can laugh our weakness away and know that everything
will be OK.

At the end of my speech, " [D1 @ introduce @ like @ of ) one (6) Rakugo stories

(D the most famous to (9 would ]to you. This one is very popular among Rakugo fans.

This story is about an ordinary man. He is very tough and clever. Let me begin. On a night in
summer, a man was sleeping in his room. He kept all the doors open because it was too hot.
Then, a *thief was looking for a house to enter, and he realized that all the doors were open. He
decided to enter the house to do his job. He walked into a room and found a man sleeping on a
futon. The thief said in a quiet voice, “Give me all your money!” But, to his surprise, the man
said, “Oh, are you a thief? I don't care. Let me go back to sleep.” The thief said with surprise,

”

“I'm a thief. You're *scared, right?” “No! I'm not (5)-a !' T have nothing to lose! I am

a carpenter, but I have already sold all my *tools. I cannot go to work anymore,” the man
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answered in a loud voice. “Be quiet, will you? Someone will hear us!” the thief said. At this
point, the man realized that this thief was not very (5)-b . He had a good idea. The
man kept talking in a (5)-c voice. The thief said, “Don’t be so noisy! Please be quiet!”
But the man didn't stop. Finally, the thief gave up and said, “OK, OK. I have an idea. How
much were all the tools? 1 will give you money for them if you stop talking.” The man became

(5)-d and the thief gave him the money. Before the thief left the house, the man said to
the thief, “Hey, thief! Could you come again next month?” The thief said, “Which one of us is
really the (6) ?”

Did you find this story interesting? I hope you will become interested in Rakugo. Thank

you for listening!

GE)  storyteller &5 LF storytelling Wk Zifd 2 &
musical instrument  Z %% attract 51 &2 %
ordinary E#D empathize &I %
tough 72< FLw weakness 55 &
relieved ZLLTW5 courtesy fFiE
clan —J& faithful MFETH S
attack HEEE be in danger fEFRTH %
will E& aspect I
laziness %‘l% thief &
scared ffiiv> tool EH
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(M1) | (Wa | ~] (d | OFICIZKRDOA~DIF RS, KLDOFENIZED
FIRIELRERDPRI2EE, ZOMAGDLEE L TR R L DIZKRD
F~hDHTIEEND,

A But he changed that old style, so this is why they think he was the first Rakugo
storyteller.

B Some people say Shinzaemon Sorori was the first one, but many Rakugo storytellers
today don't think so.

C Before Karaku, Rakugo was usually played on the streets or in sushi or soba
restaurants.

D They think Sanshotei Karaku was the first one, because he was the first to do

Rakugo in a theater.

&8 H[F AN
W WO 0O 0 W

(2] , Why has it attracted people for such a long time? & & %7%, ZDZ &12 B9 % AR
DOtk & L THEYITHWD DIXROFTIE EN D,

77 Some characters in Rakugo are clever and tough enough to solve their problems.

1 Some characters in Rakugo do their best to live although they are not very rich.

rJ)  The characters in Rakugo sometimes solve difficulties because they are rich.

I The characters in Rakugo are often weak and not perfect, so they make some

mistakes.
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(3] , & different opinion about Chushingura EHDHD, TOZELICHTAARLORIR L
LTt 22 d IO FTIZ END

77 Some Rakugo storytellers think that people should live like the characters in
Chushingura.

1 Some Rakugo storytellers think that the samurai were faithful but couldn’t have a
strong will.

7 Some Rakugo storytellers think that Rakugo should be about great samurai.

I Some Rakugo storytellers think that some samurai were not faithful or didn't have a

strong will.

[F’:ﬁ4](4 [ D1 @ introduce @ like @ of 5 one (6 Rakugo stories (7) the most famous () to
@ would] &€& 22, AXDWHIZHED 512, | | WoHGE - Gt %
IELKHERPz72E &, SEBLESBERL7HFEHIICADDDOMAGDELELT
D EY D DIZROT ~HOhTIEEND,

m
a1
m
N
m

S S HIF AN
©)©)|©)|©) 6 6 B
®® e e Q@

CHCHSHSHSOCN: ]

(5] AXOBNICEI LI, | (B)a |~ (5d |Ofi, KROHEEZ AR
Hrx, ZFTORMAELEELT, RIEWEDDIZKOT~HOPTIEEND

7 (5)-a scared (5)-b  clever (5)-c loud (5)-d quiet
1 (5)-a scared (5)-b  clever (5)-c  quiet (5)-d loud
7 (5)-a scared (5)-b surprised  (5)-c loud (5)-d quiet
I (5)-a surprised (5)-b scared (5)-c  noisy (5)-d  quiet
# (5)-a surprised (5)-b noisy (5)-c scared  (5)-d loud
71 (5)-a surprised (5)-b scared (5)-c  noisy (5)-d loud
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(M6) AKXoENIZED LI, DOHFIZA LIRS EY R 1 BEAXhH
SIHEMB LRI,

(7)) AXOWNEBEEE>TWVWDLLDE, ROT~HDOHMHEL DRI S,

77 Edo Rakugo used musical instruments to attract the attention of people on the street.

1 Rakugo is usually about ordinary people, so it has attracted many people for a very
long time.

7 Kodan is similar to Rakugo because both of them tell us about mistakes or
weaknesses of people.

I Some of the Asano clan’s samurai didn't take part in the attack because they were
sick in bed then.

74 When we listen to Rakugo, we can laugh our mistakes or weaknesses away and feel
relieved.

71 The thief decided to enter the house because he found a man sleeping on his futon.

(M18]) & Z%72i3iphtir S H AR R FAAIZINT T, O ) B1E2 BN
FLZEERDFE L AXZZSZICL, HHAOEELZHWT405EL LS50
PIRDRFETHS 23w 72720, &R0 % BARIIZZET, CoBm%EZ L
TRl THZ L, LN ITH]T? I 2ER3FEBICEOEEA. TNHO/HFFIT,
FRE FIRR D TR & T REER D RIIC AL S\
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(418 )

(FRZH)

Rakugo 1s traditional Japanese storytelling of funny stories.
It 1s usually about ordinary people living everyday lives like us,
so we can empathize with the characters. Through their
mistakes or weaknesses, we can learn that no one is perfect.
Please enjoy Rakugo in Japan. (44words)
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