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Takashi and Sachiko are Japanese students. John is a student from America. Now they are

talking about the differences in *vocabulary between English and Japanese in Mr. Sato s class.

Mr. Sato:

Takashi:

John:
Takashi:

John:
Takashi:

John:

Takashi:

John:

Takashi:

Mr. Sato:

John:

Good morning. In the last lesson we talked about the differences in gestures
between English speakers and Japanese speakers. Today we are going to look at
differences in vocabulary between the two languages. 1 gave you homework to find
information about this topic. Who would like to go first?

Me. I looked for words about food because I think food culture is strongly
*connected to the vocabulary of our language. Then I found an interesting example.
It's (l)shusseuo.

What is shusseuo?

It is a word for fish that are called by different names as they grow larger. Buri is
one of the most common shusseuo. It is called wakashi when it is young, but the
name changes into inada, warasa, and finally buri when it grows up.

I understand. But why do you have to give different names to the same fish?

That's a good question, John. We give it different names because the *taste of the
fish changes as it gets larger and its *commercial value also changes. The adult fish
buri, for example, is usually more delicious than the younger fish, so it is sold at
higher *prices. For this reason, wakashi, inada, warasa, and buri are *treated as
different *products at fish shops.

Really? Are you saying you can tell the differences among them just by looking
at them? That must be very difficult because they are the same kind of fish after all.

It is difficult, John. But we can easily tell that they are wakashi or buri because
their names are shown clearly by shops.

I see. Fish must be very important in the lives of Japanese people.
| (2)-a | 2

That's right.

Very interesting. So, when some food is an important part of the country’s food

culture, there are often many words for it. Now, who will go next?

Yes. After studying Japanese for a year, I learned an interesting fact. The

Japanese language has words that show age differences such as ani, imouto, senpai,



Sachiko:

John:

Sachiko:

John:

Takashi:

Sachiko:
Mr. Sato:

Sachiko:

Mr. Sato:

Takashi:

Sachiko:

John:

Mr. Sato:

John:

Takashi:
John:

or kouhai. " I think these words are very special to the Japanese language.

| (2)-b K:

Well, we don't really have words like them in English.

Really? Why is that?

Age difference is not very important in our *society, so there is no need to
*express it by words. Of course, there are some ways to explain it, such as an older
brother or a younger sister, a senior *colleague or a junior colleague. But we don't
use such expressions very often in *everyday speech. We call each other by our first

names at school or work even when the other person is older.

| (2)-c | 2 1 cannot do such a thing in my baseball club!

Of course not! You'll be in trouble if you do that.

Now, we've learned how customs and rules in society can influence the
vocabulary of the language spoken there. Did anyone look at other kinds of
differences in vocabulary?

Yes. I found an interesting website. It is called 15 Japanese words that English
needs. The words introduced there were mottainai, itadakimasu, natsukashii, and so
on. I think English doesn't have such words because English speakers do not have
the same *concepts.

Interesting. But do you really think they don't have those concepts?

u I'm sure they do. English may not have words that mean *exactly the same as

those Japanese words, but it does not mean its speakers do not have concepts like
them. English speakers also feel bad about throwing away things that they can still
use. They also thank people who cooked meals for them or enjoy thinking about
their old memories.

Oh, that's right. You have a point!

I think so, too, Takashi. But maybe we can say Japanese people are more
*sensitive to those concepts, because they hear those words many times as they
grow up.

So, words like mottainai, itadakimasu, or natsukashii are influencing the way
Japanese people feel about *particular things, aren’t they?

Yes. I got this idea from 5 MY experiences in Japan. Since I came to Japan, |
have had a problem with my neck and shoulders. I think this is because of the word
katakori.

What do you mean? I don't understand.

I started to feel katakori after I learned the word. Before that, I never had such a
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Takashi:
John:

Sachiko:

Takashi:
Mr. Sato:

Takashi:

Sachiko:
Takashi:

John:

Sachiko:
John:
Sachiko:
John:
Takashi:
John:

Sachiko:

John:
Sachiko:
John:

problem. The word must be influencing how I feel about my neck and shoulders.

Are you saying that you have katakori now because you know the word?

That's right. T think we can say the same thing about Aieshou. I never heard of
such a health problem before I came to Japan. I was surprised when I first saw a lot
of products about it in Japan, like socks, medicine or food. But believe it or not,
now [ feel my hands and feet are cold every winter, and cannot live without those
goods!

Really? That's too bad. Maybe we should stop using the words katakori and
hieshou.

You can say that again!

John, you gave us a really interesting example. Language could change not only
how we look at the world but also how we feel about our bodies. All right, let's
finish this lesson with another example. Does anyone want to give the last one?

I'd like to talk about onomatopoeias. 1 learned from a book that the Japanese
language has much more onomatopoeias than English does.

What are onomatopoeias?

Onomatopoeias are words that *imitate the sound, *move, or *look of something.
For example, when we hear the word fuwa-fuwa, we think of something light and
soft, such as a pancake or a small animal. Another example is tobo-tobo. 1t gives
you a clear picture of someone walking slowly and looking tired.

I see those kinds of words very often when I read Japanese manga! 1 think
onomatopoeias are great because they give life to characters’ words and pictures.
English has some of them but not as many as Japanese does.

Then, how do you express situations like tobo-tobo in English?

Let's see. I will use the *verb trudge.

What does it mean?

It means walking in a slow and tired way.

Really? You have such a perfect verb for that particular situation!

That's right. Instead of onomatopoeias, English has a lot of verbs to express
small differences in each action.

Do you mean that [ D showing (@ ways () walking (@ verbs (5 has
(6) different (D) English of (9 more ]?

Yes.

Tell us more!

Sure. For example, the word wander means walking around with no purpose, and
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toddle means walking like a baby who is learning to walk.

Takashi: That's very interesting. You have so many different words that mean “walk”! But
it means that we still have to learn a lot of English words in the future!

Mr. Sato: Ha-ha, that's true, Takashi.

Sachiko: It was interesting to learn the same things are expressed in such different ways
between the two languages.

Mr. Sato: You've made an important point, Sachiko. We have talked a lot about the
differences in vocabulary between the two languages. But [ want you to remember
that the goal of this lesson is not just learning the differences. The most important

thing is to think of such differences in positive ways and respect them.

(G£) vocabulary FE\ connected to ~ ~ & BRDH 5 taste PR

commercial value R4 rniffi il price fHEZ treat 9
product P h society fL4% express <L 5
colleague [AIf5¢ everyday HH D concept W&
exactly 1EFEIC sensitive U 72 particular JFED
imitate 1% move B X look Hk ¥

verb B

(B11]  shusseuo L &2 %5, DI LIZBT 2 AL ORI & LTHEY) % b DR
Tk,

77 Shusseuo is an example that shows the importance of learning about different fish.

4 The differences among wakashi, inada, warasa, and buri are easy to find because
they have different sizes.

rJ  Buriis popular in Japan because it is delicious and the only shusseuo.

I The prices of buri are usually higher than the prices of the younger fish (wakashi,

inada, and warasa) .



(M2) | (2)-a |~ | (2)-c | o, FRERKO
A~DDOENE ANLDRLI W, TOMAEDLEELT, RLEYLLDIET
DT ~HhoHmTIEEND,

Do you really do that
How about them

Am I right

O 0O w »

What do you mean

&S HG AN
Oww>» 00

(3] I think these words are very special to the Japanese language. & & % 7%, John 3%
Z %DM E LTEY)Z S DIZROHTTIZ EN.

77 Because younger people are respected more in America.

1 Because English speakers do not think that age differences are very important.
7 Because you cannot express age differences in English.

I Because age differences must not be expressed in America.



(B 4)  I'msure they do. &2 A, RO L) IEMEHi>TRTETHIE, (a ),
(b), (¢c) OFIZENENED LS Gl Z AN DRI Vhe ZOMAE
bEE LT, KHEYRSDIETTORTIEEND,

I'm sure ( a ) have the same ( b ) because they
experience the same feelings as ( c ) .
a b c
7 Japanese speakers concepts English speakers
1 Japanese speakers words English speakers
J English speakers concepts Japanese speakers
T English speakers words Japanese speakers

(5] my experiences £ & %%%, TONHEZRD L KLTWEHDIEF, koPT
(= Qe I 8

N

John's katakori got better after coming to Japan.
John saw a lot of products for katakori in America.

John became hieshou after learning the word in Japan.

H 3

John learned that Aieshou is also a serious problem for American people.

(M 6] (6\[@ showing (2) ways (3) walking (4) verbs (5) has (6) different (0 English (®) of
@ more | £ H %75, AXOWIIZES LIz, [ ] WOBGEZIEL X
NzrlzbE 3FEBLS5FZBEHELT7EBIILKA2b00MAEDLEE L Tikd#HL) 2
bDIZROT ~AOHTIEEND 72721, LHOLTH/PILTFTEREINTVS
DTHERELZ IV,
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(M7) AXOWNBIZHE>TWDLHDE, ROT~HOHMHEH DRI vy,

77 Takashi gave the example of shusseuo because English speakers have the same food
culture as Japanese people.

1 Takashi does not think it is possible for him to call the older members of his baseball
club by their first names.

7 Words like mottainai or natsukashii are special to the Japanese language because
only Japanese people have such concepts.

I John thinks onomatopoeias make Japanese manga more real.

7 English cannot express different actions because it doesn’t have many onomatopoeias.

73 Sachiko learned that English and Japanese express different things in the same way.

(M 8] onomatopoeia \Z2WT, IRD A~ CDHH 5 onomatopoeia % — DL, ZD
BEOERE, TOBESHWONLIRNE, BRIz T 203052 bhiHE
SHLUICHITT, 40EBULES0EBREDHEZETHML 23 v,

fREHED A~CORRLRAIZLDIZ—20% [ TS v [ M1 I7 ]
REITEEBICIZEOEEA, INHO/FIE, MEHKO THEEE THETOMIZ
AN7e S0

B, MEHKIIEZONIHFEZHRLO2FELHERICZDHILET S,

A pun-pun B biku-biku C doki-doki
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This *essay was written by Stacy Watson, an English teacher who is now working at
Tamadaira High School. Every month on the school’s website, she writes this kind of essay to

the students and teachers of the school.

Hello, everyone in Tamadaira High School! As you know, today is the last day of the first
term. [ know all of you have waited for this day to come. The time has finally arrived! Yes!
It's time for summer vacation! Have you already made plans for the summer? I think most of
you have. Some of you may travel and visit new places. Some of you will be busy doing club
activities. But to me, summer is the best time to read books. So, in this essay, | would like to

talk about reading books.

‘ (1) ‘ some of you may say. Others may say, “Are you going to say

reading books is important? No, not again! We already know it!” I know teachers have already

*assigned you some books to read for the summer. And maybe you don’t want to hear messages

like, “You should read good books to grow as a person,” from teachers and parents all the time.
You may not believe this, but I know how some students feel about reading books. <2)Iw_as

just like them when I was your age. I couldn't easily read the *fiction *novels teachers assigned

us. [ always had to spend a long time to finish reading them and most of them were usually
difficult to understand. And, for me, the worst part was writing book reports. I always wanted
to be like my classmates who enjoyed reading and writing book reports. “How can I become
like them?” T sometimes said to myself.

Why do people read books? Why is reading so important? Have you ever thought about
these questions? 1 think different people read books for different reasons. Many people say
they read books to get useful information. They think books give us *knowledge about our
world. By reading books, we can learn about the things humans have found or created. Other
people think reading books is important to do well in school. " [ D you @ get B to read
@ will ® they 6 good grades (7 more books (® tell (9 to ] in school. They believe it is

necessary to read many books to become smart. And some famous business people say that
reading books is necessary to reach their goals in work. They think it will make you successful
in life.

4)My ideas about reading books are different from these people’s ideas. In my opinion,

(
reading is not something you do to be smart. It is not something you do to get good grades on

tests. I don't even see it as a way of becoming successful in life. So then, why is reading books
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important? I believe reading books has special *effects. I would like to call them “*magic.”
The other day, I read an interesting news story about an *owner of a bookstore in Hokkaido.
His name is Mr. Iwata. He says, “Reading books is not studying. You should learn to read just

for fun. That is the most important thing.” I was impressed with his words.

Mr. Iwata’s bookstore is famous for its special service.

(5)

Mr. Iwata says, “Of course, fiction novels are fun to read, but they can also give you some
important lessons about life.”

However, some people say reading fiction is a waste of time. They think there is nothing to
learn from it. They believe fiction novels are just someone’s *imagination and reading them is
a kind of *escape from their real life. But I just don't agree with these (6)-a LK
Rowling, the writer of the Harry Potter books, once said, “I really believe something very
*magical can happen when you read a good book.” I was impressed with her words, too.
People like Mr. Iwata and J. K. Rowling believe in “something very magical” about reading
books. But what is the “magic” of books?

In my opinion, books ( especially fiction novels ) can take you into a different world. In
fiction novels, you can go anywhere and you can be anyone. You can experience something that
you cannot experience in real life. You will be in the situations you have never thought about
before and you may experience the feelings you have never had before. For example, you can
be a *detective in London during the nineteenth century or a captain of an American ship trying
to catch a white whale. You can even go on dangerous and exciting (6)-b in the world
of fiction. However, these (6)-c are not really dangerous to you because fiction is the
work of a writer's imagination.

Books can have different (6)-d to you at different times in your life. This is
another “magic” effect of books. Mr. Takeyama, one of the English teachers at this school, told
me about mhis experience. When he was seventeen, he was told to read a novel called Kokoro
by Soseki Natsume. He had to spend almost a month to finish the book and he didn't find it
interesting at all. He said, “At that time, I just couldn’t understand the story and get its
messages. [ don't think I was *mature yet.” However, something strange happened to him later.
He had a chance to read the novel again after he started to work as a high school teacher. “This
time I was able to understand the feelings of the characters in the story. I could understand
what was happening to them in their lives. I was surprised to find that the book was really
interesting. Maybe I got older and had more life experiences,” Mr. Takeyama said. His

experience tells us something important about books. Sometimes you cannot understand the
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true *value of a book until later in life. “I am looking forward to reading Kokoro again when I
turn fifty. Maybe I will find another new meaning and message then,” says Mr. Takeyama.
Reading is usually something you do alone, but in the world of fiction, you can feel that
you are always with other people. This is because of another “magic” effect of reading books.
In fiction novels, you can see the world through the eyes of the *narrator or the characters in the
story. By doing so, you will learn about the different lives of different people. Also, you will
share their good and bad experiences and understand how they feel in such situations. Because

)
of these “magic” effects, you can grow as a person when you read fiction novels. Miyuki, a

Japanese friend of mine, told me about her experience of reading a novel called Never Let Me
Go. The book was written by Kazuo Ishiguro. It is about the different lives of three young
people living in future England. “Reading the novel gave me a chance to think about many
things in our lives. What is love? What is friendship? What is family? And what is the
meaning of life? I never thought about these things through the eyes of different people before.
It was such a deep experience. I never imagined that a novel could have such a great *impact
on my life. The book opened my eyes and it changed how I live my life,” says Miyuki.

Mr. Iwata, the bookstore owner, also says, “A good book is like a gift from its writer. It is
something to share with other people. My job is to *pass it on to my customers. And I hope
they will pass it on to others, too.” Like Mr. Iwata and J. K. Rowling, I believe in the “magic”
effects of reading books, too. I have experienced the special power of fiction novels myself.
Good books can show you the world you have never seen before. They can change how you
look at the world and even how you look at yourself. Someday . You may not
know it, but maybe one of the books your teachers have assigned you can be such a book. So,

why don't you start now and enjoy reading them?

GE) essay TvtA assign @& LTHZ 5 fiction 74 73 v
novel /it knowledge 7%k effect R
magic &k owner FEEH imagination AE{%
escape  HEHE magical FEHED X9 % detective #1H
mature R L 72 value iflifi narrator g ) F
impact 2] pass ~on ~%f5Z%
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(1) ARZoBEHIZHED L)1, | (1) CHEFEREANRDEE, KD
WY 72 D DIFROHPTIE END,

77 “Sorry, but I won't go anywhere this summer,”

1 “Reading books? That doesn’'t sound so exciting to me!”

7 “Best books for the summer! Thank you for the useful information!”
I “What? You haven't made your plans for the summer yet, have you?”

(2] , L was just like them when I was your age. EHBD, TONEZRD L HITHE
FyedE | oduz, FTolorhi A0 I v,

When Stacy Watson was in high school, S .

N

it was always difficult for her to understand fiction novels
she read many books because she wanted to grow as a person

she didn't like writing about the books teachers told her to read

H 3 A

she sometimes didn't finish reading the books assigned by teachers

(H3) LD you @ get @ to read @ will 5 they © good grades (D more books ® tell
©®to ] inschool. & & %A%, RILDWNIZED L H1Z, [ ] WO HEE - 554y
ZIELKERPR72EE, 4FZBLE6FBLB8ERHIIS2bDDMAGDELL
T DML 5 S DIIROT~HDOHRTIEEND, 72721, LHOLFH/NLFT
KENTVEOTEELR SV,
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(4] My ideas about reading books & & %7, TOWNHEZRD L) ITHEES KT LT
[ ol Tohorhz AnsoI v,

Stacy Watson thinks S .

77 you cannot get good grades in school without reading many books
1 reading books is not something you do to be successful in school or in life
7 you can learn about everything humans have found or created by reading books
I reading books is necessary to always get good grades on tests and reach your goals
in work

(5 | C5) | OPICRKROA~DHAL, AXOFNIED £ 1S
ELCERBERLE, ZOMAGDLELELTRDEYZDDIEZ, TOT~HD
HTix &,

A He reads their answers carefully and starts finding “good” books for them.

B  Then, he sends the books to his customers and most of them are novels and essays.

C 1Its purpose is to choose “good” books for his customers by asking them some
questions.

D They give him ten thousand yen after answering questions like “When do you feel

happiest?” and “Do you like yourself now?”

N

D—-C—A—B
C—-D—B—A
C—~A—D—B
C—-D—A—B
D—-C—B—A
C—~A—-B—D

F & H & A
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(6] AXOWHIZAEI LI, | (6)a
N5EE ZOMAEDLELELT, RDBEYLDDIIKROT~HOHTITEND,

7 (6)-a opinions
1 (6)-a reasons
7 (6)-a opinions
I (6)-a reasons
# (6)-a opinions
71 (6)-a reasons

(7], his experience & & %75, Z O

|~ [ (6d |oWic, koOHEEA

6)-b  meanings
6)-b adventures

(6)
(6)
(6)-b adventures
(6)-b  opinions
(6)-b adventures
(6)

6)-b opinions

oFEERT LT, (

ANLD E Znd,

A

6)-c experiences adventures

6)-c opinions experiences
experiences

6)-c meanings

(

(

(6)-c  experiences
(

( experiences
(

(6)-d

(6)-d

(6)-d meanings
6)-c adventures  (6)-d

(6)-d
6)-c adventures  (6)-d meanings

BMLTOEMEZNICHTEEZZRD
) OHIZERENRED L) HRE1EL

Question :  What can we learn from Mr. Takeyama'’s experience of reading Kokoro?

Answer : Sometimes we cannot (

( b

a

) the importance of a book

) we grow up and have more life experiences.

([ 8] sBecause of these "magic” effects, you can grow as a person when you read fiction

novels. £ H 5, TOXLERRDEIICEHEXFTETE | | otk
NLDIZENTHEVEDIITOHFTIREN

By reading fiction novels, you can become mature because S .

7

you can see and understand how different people live different lives

1 you will be in a new situation and have a new way of looking at things

7 you can share the feelings of the narrator and characters in the story with other

people

I you will understand and share other people’s feelings when they are in difficult

situations

_14_



(9] AXDWHIZEH X9 I, (9) IR AND L&, RLMEYH DD
ZROPTITEND

N

you may find a book that changes your life
you may read a novel that changed the world

you may change how you think about reading books

H J A

you may have a special power to understand fiction novels

(M10) AXOWNBIZESTWDEHDE, ROFT~HOHNPLZDBOI R S\,

77 Some famous business people think fiction novels are not only fun to read but they
can also teach us something important about life.

4 Stacy Watson thinks that you cannot learn anything from fiction novels because they
are just someone’s imagination.

rJ Stacy Watson thinks that reading books is very important because she has
experienced the “magic” effects of books herself.

I Mr. Takeyama was impressed by one of the novels Soseki Natsume wrote, so he
became a high school teacher.

7 Miyuki stopped thinking about the meaning of life after she read one of the novels
written by Kazuo Ishiguro.

77 Mr. Iwata believes books are like gifts, so he wants his customers to share the books

he chose with other people.
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fir s 1)
[#8) 1 This onomatopoeia gives you a picture of someone looking afraid because the 12
person knows something very bad is going to happen. For example, | broke my
sister's favorite doll last week. | felt biku-biku when | was waiting for her to come
home. | was sure she was going to be angry at me. (545
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