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Kiyotaki Station, a cable car station at the foot of Mt. Takao   NATSUMI UJIIE PHOTO

Q. How did you know about 
Mt. Takao?

A. I learned about it online. 
(Nola)

We have climbed it before. 
(This was Kaito�s second time 
and Brick�s third time climbing 
Mt. Takao.)
Q. How do you feel about Mt. 

Takao?
A. The view from the top is 

beautiful and it�s fun. (Kaito and 
Brick)
Q. What did you see?

A. I saw the Yakuo-in Temple 
and the Saru-en. (Cecilia) (The 
Saru-en is the facility where the 
monkeys live on Mt. Takao.)

The summary of the 
interviews

All three groups said, �Mt. 
Takao is beautiful and wonder-
ful,� and climbed up to the sum-
mit. From this it can be concluded 
that one of the purposes of for-
eign tourists visiting Mt. Takao is 
the scenery of the summit.

Have you ever heard of Mt. 
Takao? And have you ever 
climbed it?

Mt. Takao is located in Hachio-
ji, west of Tokyo. The height of 
this mountain is 599 meters. It 
is known that Mt. Takao has the 
highest number of climbers per 
year in the world. There are about 
three million people climbing the 
mountain every year. It is about 
eight times the size of Mt. Fuji. 
In recent years, not only Japa-
nese, but also many tourists from 
abroad visit Mt. Takao.

What is the charm of Mt. Takao 
for foreign visitors?

We interviewed three groups of 
foreign visitors, Nola from Hong 
Kong, Kaito and Brick from Ha-
waii, and Cecilia from the U.S. 
at the Kiyotake ropeway station.

Q. Why did you come to Mt. 
Takao?

A. I came to hike without using 
the ropeway. (Nola) (She said she 
did not use the ropeway.)

We came to see the view from 
the top of the mountain. (Kaito 
and Brick)

�e world famous Mt. Takao in Hachioji

The view of the summit of Mt. Takao   NATSUMI UJIIE PHOTO

The tengu statues of Yakuo-in 
Temple   MIU KUMAGAI PHOTO

The tengu of Mt. Takao is an 
attendant who follows and pro-
tects the main image and has a 
role to bring many bene�ts such 
as good luck and warding off evil 
spirits. It has long been revered 
as the object of many legends, 
sometimes with familiarity and 
sometimes with fear.

Natsumi Ujiie, Toshiyasu Nawa 
and Miu Kumagai 

In 2007, Michelin selected Mt. 
Takao as one of the highest rated 
three-star tourist sites. Accord-
ing to Michelin, the three-star 
rating means, �The site is worth 
visiting as a tourist destination.� 
There are nine standards for eval-
uating tourist sites, such as com-
fort, wealth of cultural treasures, 
beauty and so on. It is said that 
Mt. Takao received three stars be-
cause of its rich nature and easy 

access from downtown Tokyo.
Many kinds of creatures live 

on Mt. Takao, and a large natu-
ral forest remains there. There 
are deciduous forests, coniferous 
forests, and giant cedar trees that 
are hundreds of years old. In ad-
dition, there are arti�cial forests 
made of Japanese cypress and 
cedar trees. Not only the plants, 
but also the animals living in Mt. 
Takao are diverse. It is found that 

more than twenty-�ve species of 
mammals, seventy species of 
birds and four to five thousand 
species of insects inhabit the 
area. This shows that Mt. Takao 
has unique biodiversity.

Another charm of Mt. Takao is 
that such an environment exists 
in Tokyo, the capital of Japan. 
It takes about an hour to get 
from Shinjuku, a station in cen-
tral Tokyo, to Takaosanguchi, 
the closest station to Mt. Takao. 
In addition, there is no need to 
change trains. These facts make 
Mt. Takao so easily accessible 
and attract the highest number of 
climbers in the world.

Tengu, the guards of  
Mt. Takao

�Have you seen the tengu statue 
on Mt. Takao?� (A tengu is a long-
nosed goblin.) When we asked a 
foreign visitor, she didn�t under-
stand what a tengu was, so we 
would like to explain it in detail.

Charms that are unique to Mt. Takao
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Shrine has always been at the 
center of Hachioji�s long histo-
ry and has long been carefully 
protected as a shrine dedicated 
to the God of Hachioji. Japanese 
shrines are an object of faith for 
the people of that area, both now 
and in the past. People visit and 
pray for peace in their daily lives. 
The Hachiman Yakumo Shrine 
has watched over the develop-
ment of Hachioji, survived the 
war era, and continues to be the 
shrine closely associated with 
Hachioji. Everyone, please check 
out the history of the shrine re-
lated to your hometown and visit 
it. You can learn and discover the 
history of your hometown.

Kanae Seo and Yuiko Murai

In the Tokyo air raid during 
World War II, most of the urban 
areas including the precincts were 
burned, but there was one build-
ing left, which was a 100-year-old 
Kagura-den, a shrine stage. It is 
said that the tree next to it protect-
ed the Kagura-den from the �re. 
The inside of the tree was burnt 
and hollow, but the leaves were 
still alive. After the air raid in 
Tokyo, the grandfather of the cur-
rent priest protected the tree, and it 
has survived to this day. The por-
table shrines used during festivals 
were rebuilt after the war.

The location of this shrine is 
a �at area of the Hachioji basin, 
and water easily springs up, so it 
is believed that people have lived 
there since ancient times. As evi-
dence, the �rst elementary school 
in Hachioji City is located oppo-
site the shrine. The city is also a 
textile production area, and mer-
chants from all over the country 
come to buy them. You can also 
see geisha districts nearby.

Today, the shrine is beloved by 
people as a shrine with deep roots 
in the community, holding annual 
events such as Hatsumode (New 
Year�s visits) and Shichigosan (a 
traditional event that celebrates 
the healthy growth of children), 
and participating as the central 
shrine in the Hachioji Festival.

Understanding the local 
area through the shrine

Thus, Hachiman Yakumo 

In Japan, there are shrines 
where gods have been enshrined 
since ancient times.

The shrines are closely related 
to the history of the area and the 
lives of the people.

We will talk about the Hachi-
man Yakumo Shrine in Hachio-
ji City, Tokyo, its history and 
importance.

What is Hachiman Yakumo 
Shrine?

Hachiman Yakumo Shrine is 
located in the center of Hachioji 
City. It is in an easily accessible 
location, a 10-minute walk from 
Hachioji Station. The gods of Ha-
chiman and Yakumo are enshrined 
here. It is very rare for two gods 
to be enshrined together. The god 
of Hachiman Shrine is said to be 
the god of the founder of Hachio-
ji, and the god of Yakumo Shrine 
is said to be the god that inspired 
the place names in Hachioji, and 
both are the gods with the deepest 
connection to Hachioji. It is said 
that this shrine brings many ben-
e�ts, such as good luck, warding 
off evil, academic achievement, 
traf�c safety, and marriage.

History of Hachiman 
Yakumo Shrine

Hachiman Yakumo Shrine was 
founded about 1100 years ago. 
It was also the object of faith for 
the in�uential samurai in the area, 
and it was the center of power on 
the western side of Tokyo.

�e historical shrine in Hachioji City

The float during the Hachioji Festival   FROM THE HACHIMAN YAKUMO SHRINE 
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Maps to Hachiman Yakumo Shrine 
from Hachioji station

Hachiman Yakumo Shrine built in Yokoyama-cho   YUIKO MURAI PHOTO

Interviews with the 
Head Priest
Q. Why are the two gods en-
shrined together?

A. During a �ood about 400 
years ago, the sacred object from 
the god named Yakumo was lost. 
It drifted to the northern town of 
Hachioji, and farmers brought it 
to the Hachiman Shrine. The 
two gods were then enshrined 
together. Therefore, the name of 
the shrine was changed to �Ha-
chiman Yakumo Shrine�.
Q. What is the relationship 
between the Hachioji Festival 
and this shrine?

A. In the past, the Hachioji 
Festival was divided into a west-
ern district festival and an east-
ern district festival. The western 
district is represented by Taga 
Shrine, and the eastern district is 
represented by Hachiman Yaku-
mo Shrine. The combination of 
the two festivals is the Hachioji 
Festival, which is currently held 
every August. The festival �oats 
are the main attraction, and the 
entire Hachioji area is �lled with 
excitement. The Hachiman Yaku-
mo Shrine plays an important role 
in the Hachioji Festival, as it is 
the center where the east side dis-
trict meets the west side district.

Kanae Seo and Yuiko Murai




