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These Coral Reefs Are Doing Well in Gulf of Mexico
XFVIBEOY U IEIBTR TS

The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) says changes in
ocean temperature are the leading cause of coral bleaching around the world.

But in the Gulf of Mexico, about 160 kilometers south of Galveston, Texas, a large
coral reef is still doing well.

The reef is part of the Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary. The reef
formation covers over 400 square kilometers. It started with just two reef areas,
called banks, in 1992. It now has 17 banks. It is described as undersea mountains of
vellow, orange and pink coral as far as the eye can see.

Michelle Johnston oversees the protected marine area for the federal government.
She said seeing that much coral in one place is “magnificent” and rare.
(voanews.com)
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Good friends, good books and a sleepy conscience: this

N ¢ is the ideal life. 85

%5 Mark Twain (Author) g‘iy
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