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Boys and girls, congratulations on your admission to Aoyama High School,
one of the most highly selective of all Metropolitan high schools! I would like
to talk about two things at this starting point in your high school lives.



First, looking back on the year 2019, we have witnessed some good things,
one of which was the enthronement of Emperor Naruhito. His Majesty
Emperor Naruhito ascended to the throne last October and rode in a parade
on the 10th of November. A new era has begun. There are expectations that
Emperor Naruhito, the first emperor with a college degree who also studied
abroad, will, together with Empress Masako, internationalize the imperial
household.

Second, some economists say two-thirds of human jobs will be replaced by
IoT and Al It is hard to imagine how our society might change in the next
ten years. That’s why you all should be lifelong learners. I think we learn
because we want to be happier. And to stop learning means to stop becoming
happier. If you stop learning, you will not be able to adapt yourselves to
changes in our society. If you can’t be happy yourself, you won’t be able to
make our society better. You will learn critical thinking and methodology at
our school. That will help you adapt yourselves to new realities. And skills
in mathematics and science are relevant in many fields of study and

employment.

I have told you two things: first, that we have welcomed in a new era, and,

second, that you should become lifelong learners.

In closing my speech, I would like to tell you one more thing. Aoyama High
School is a school in which each student lives in friendly rivalry with others.
There will surely be hardships and, perhaps, bitter experiences. However,
such things are necessary for you to become mature. But if it is hard
striving to solve your problems all by yourselves, please talk to us. We will
all do whatever we can to help out, and we will always be at your side, close
to you.

Thank you very much.
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