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Three years have passed since you began your studies at this highly selective Metropolitan High School. Three years ago, all of you
were still junior high school students. And now you are already soon-to-be adults who have, to some extent, gained intellectual
strength, judgment, and powers of expression. That makes me very happy.

There must be countless things that have concerned and interested you during these years.

In 2017, not a few of your sempai had a chance to vote in the Metropolitan Assembly election and in the Parliamentary election.
And Sota Fujii, a professional shogi player, won 29 matches in a row. He was a chizgakusei at that time. The sprinter Yoshihide
Kiryt became the first Japanese ever to run 100 meters in under 10 seconds. “Looking good on the Instagram” became one of the
vogue words that year.

In 2018, we suffered from many natural disasters, including heavy rains on Kyushu Island and in the Chugoku district, and a huge
earthquake in Hokkaido. People there still are striving to restore the lives that they had been living before. We also witnessed a good
thing too, however. At the Winter Olympic Games held in Pyoeng Chang, Japan won 13 medals in all. Professor Tasuku Honjo, of
the University of Kyoto, won the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine. His discovery has opened a way for cancer
immunotherapy.

And in 2019, we suffered from many natural disasters in a row, including Typhoon Roke, which caused a blackout for many days in
a large part of Chiba Prefecture, and Typhoon Hagibis, which caused many floods and took more than 90 lives from their beloved
families. On the 31 of October, Okinawa’s symbol, Shuri Castle, burnt down. It has been a symbol of the unique culture and
traditions of Okinawa. Fortunately, we have also witnessed a number of very good things, one of which was the visit by Pope
Francis to Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It was the second time for a Pontiff to visit our country. Another good thing was the
enthronement ceremony of His Majesty, Emperor Naruhito. A new era has begun. There are expectations that Emperor Naruhito, the
first emperor with a college degree who also studied abroad, will, together with Empress Masako, internationalize the imperial
household. And in December, Akira Yoshino, won the Nobel Prize in chemistry for contributions to the development of lithium-ion
batteries. He said in his Nobel lecture that such batteries will play a key role in achieving a sustainable society.
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Some of you will begin studies at a university and others will prepare for another try for admission next year. And some of you may

have to live in different places. You may feel depressed to discover that some people you meet are better than you in certain fields. It
may take you a long time to accept living in friendly rivalry with others. However, working together with others who are better than

you in certain fields will help you mature and make you stronger and wiser. Working together creates strength.

The critical thinking and methodology you learned at our school will help you adapt yourselves to new realities. And skills in
mathematics and science are relevant in many fields of study and employment. I want you all to be lifelong learners. I think we learn
because we want to be happier. And to stop learning means to stop becoming happier. If you stop learning, you will not be able to
adapt yourself to changes in our society. If you can’t be happy yourself, you won’t be able to make our society better.

I tell you a catch phrase from a 1997 Apple commercial: “The people who are crazy enough to think they can change the world are
the ones who do.” Yes, you can change the world. In this age of uncertainty, you should rather remember that there will be many
chances to leave your marks and to make achievements that will change our society for the better.

Japan has little in the way of natural resources. Our nation’s greatest treasure is its citizenry. You, boys and girls, are part of that great
treasure. Each of you is irreplaceable. Believe in yourselves. The possibilities for you are infinite. Aim high, boys and girls!
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