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Boys and girls, congratulations on your admission to Aoyama High School, one of the highly
selective Metropolitan high schools! I would like to say a few words at this starting point of your
high school lives.

The many natural disasters and terrorist attacks that have occurred during these past sixteen years
have made us terribly sad. Fortunately, we have witnessed new discoveries and reconciliations, too,
such as the discoveries of the mechanisms for autophagy and Barack Obama’s visiting Hiroshima,
which have made us happy and which have given us a new hope for the future.



In this age of uncertainty, we have to keep on learning. Learning is the best thing we can during such
times. Japan has little in the way of natural resources. Our nation’s greatest treasure is its citizenry.
You, boys and girls, are part of that great treasure.

At Aoyama High School, we give you a curriculum in which you are able to study academic subjects
in various fields. It is essential for you to learn things in the liberal arts. That will liberate you from
ignorance and give you a good chance to gain intellectual strength, judgment, and powers of
expression. The more you learn, the more confident you will become, and the more strongly you will
desire to continue learning.

Also, it is important for you to maintain a willingness to accept the challenges of new things. Study
hard, make the best use of activities after school, discuss things with your friends, and accept as
many new challenges as you can. Believe in yourselves. The possibilities for you are infinite.

You may at times feel in low spirits. There will surely be hardships and, perhaps, bitter experiences.
Such things are necessary for you to become mature. But if it is hard striving to solve your problems
all by yourselves, please talk to us. We will do all whatever we can to help out, and we will always
be at your side, close to you.

Now | have just one final thing to say. | intend to continue standing in front of the school gate each
morning, to say good morning to you. Please don’t say that’s awful.

I hope you will return my good morning greetings with big smiles on your faces.

Thank you very much.
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