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Boys and girls, congratulations on your admission to Aoyama High School,
one of the most highly selective Metropolitan high schools! I would like to



talk about two things at this starting point in your high school lives.

First, on February 22rd, the day when most of you took the entrance
examination for our school, the space probe Hayabusa2 successfully touched
down on the asteroid Ryugu. Hayabusa2 is scheduled to leave Ryugu in late
2019 and return to Earth in late 2020. By then, you will already be eleventh
graders. If Hayabusa2 succeeds in bringing back surface samples from the
asteroid, and if those samples contain water and organic matter that are
essential for life, we may be able to get clues to the evolution of the solar
system and to the origin of life. I do hope the feat achieved by Hayabusa2

may arouse your interest in science.

Second, the Civil Code is to be amended by the end of the year 2022, and 18
will become the legal age for adulthood. You legally will be adults soon after
you have graduated. You will have to show individual responsibility. I do
hope you become highly responsible adults whose moderate behavior will be
an excellent model for others. For that, you should read as many good books
as you can. You may be able to find a soul-shaking book, one which may help

you decide how you want to live in the future.

I have told you two things: first, that I hope you will become interested in
science, and, second, that you should become highly responsible adults.

In closing my speech, I would like to tell you one more thing. Aoyama High
School is a school in which each student lives in friendly rivalry with others.
There will surely be hardships and, perhaps, bitter experiences. However,
such things are necessary for you to become mature. But if it is hard striving
to solve your problems all by yourselves, please talk to us. We will all do
whatever we can to help out, and we will always be at your side, close to you.

Thank you very much.
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